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What is the largest number less than 1?

If x and y are any of two different positive numbers, which is larger, x2 + y2 or 2xy?

What do you get if you cross a cube and an octahedron?

Discover the surprising answers as David Wells conclusively proves that: you Are a mathematician

Praise for David Wells's

The Penguin Dictionary of Curious and Interesting Numbers.

"This is a fascinating, strange, and probably unique book, one that I will look at again and again. As soon as I had taken a good look at it, I went out and bought three more copies to give to friends." --New Scientist.

"David Wells's book about curious and interesting numbers is a quirky classic." --William Dunham Author, Journey Through Genius.

Are you on friendly terms with numbers? You will be after reading this delightful introduction to the fascinating and challenging world of mathematics. Bestselling author David Wells, a Cambridge math scholar and former teacher, explores the many patterns, properties --and problems --associated with numbers in a witty, thoroughly engaging style that is both entertaining and informative. Whether you are a math aficionado or whether you, as the author puts it, "panic and start sweating at the sight of a sum," Wells makes one point abundantly clear: You Are a Mathematician.

From basic arithmetic to algebraic equations, from the purely practical to the abstract, this is an ideal guide to the potential and pleasures of math. Surprising patterns emerge from the simplest groupings of numbers. The many secrets hidden inside of triangles are revealed, as are the origins of a host of mathematical theories and principles, from Aristotle to Euclid and Galileo. On a journey from the ancient Greeks to quantum theory, Wells shares intriguing anecdotes from history, such as how eighteenth-century European military commanders calculated how many cannonballs their enemies had stacked up next to their cannons.

David Wells invites us to discover the sense of wonder and fun that is so much a part of mathematics. Mathematical thinking is often very much like a game, relying on cunning tactics, deep strategy, and brilliant combinations as much as on observation, analogy, and informed guesswork. To illustrate, Wells includes over 100 brainteasing puzzles and problems, ranging from Ptolemy's theorem to Euler's famous solution to the Knigsberg bridge problem and Koch's snowflake curve. Modern-day computer buffs will also enjoy the underground classic, the Game of Life, invented by Princeton mathematician John Conway.

Offering a comprehensive and stimulating look at the myriad aspects of mathematics --whether as a household helper or an invaluable tool of science --You Are a Mathematician covers a wide range of topics and applications. It is an ideal guide to the potential and pleasures to be found in math.    

       About the Author
   

DAVID WELLS is the author of numerous books of mathematical puzzles and general math, including the popular Penguin Dictionary of Curious and Interesting Numbers and The Guinness Book of Brainteasers. He has contributed articles to The Times Educational Supplement, The Mathematical Intelligencer, and The Mathematical Gazette. Mr. Wells lives in Beckenham, England.      
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Underwater Robots (Springer Tracts in Advanced Robotics)Springer, 2013

	This book, now at the third edition, addresses the main control aspects in underwater manipulation tasks. The mathematical model with significant impact on the control strategy is discussed. The problem of controlling a 6-degrees-of-freedoms autonomous underwater vehicle is deeply investigated and a survey of fault detection/tolerant...
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Deadly ImbalancesColumbia University Press, 1998
At the height of its power in the summer of 1942, Hitlerite Germany had enslaved four hundred million people; its empire stretched from the Mediterranean to the Arctic, from the English Channel to the Black Sea and almost to the Caspian. Between the Ukrainian steppes and the Pyrenees only Switzerland remained free. Even Mussolini, whom Hitler once...
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Engineering MathematicsRoutledge, 2014

	A practical introduction to the core mathematics required for engineering study and practice


	Now in its seventh edition, Engineering Mathematics is an established textbook that has helped thousands of students to succeed in their exams.


	John Bird's approach is based on worked examples and interactive problems. This...
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Alfresco Enterprise Content Management ImplementationPackt Publishing, 2006
This well-crafted and easy-to-use book is a complete guide to implementing enterprise content management in your business using Alfresco. It guides you through creating smart, collaborative content repositories, and shows how to use Alfresco to create more elegant document sharing, better collaborative working, and reliable automated workflow...
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Docker for Data Science: Building Scalable and Extensible Data Infrastructure Around the Jupyter Notebook ServerApress, 2017

	Learn Docker "infrastructure as code" technology to define a system for performing standard but non-trivial data tasks on medium- to large-scale data sets, using Jupyter as the master controller.





	It is not uncommon for a real-world data set to fail to be easily managed. The set may not fit well into access memory or...

	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Introduction to Programming Using Python]

Introduction to Programming Using PythonPrentice Hall, 2012

	Introduction to Programming Using Python    is intended for use in the introduction to programming course. 


	 


	Daniel Liang is known for his “fundamentals-first” approach to teaching programming concepts and techniques....
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