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A SAS Information Map is business metadata about your data. Information maps are user-friendly metadata definitions of data sources and enable your business users to query data in order to meet specific business needs. Metadata is information about the structure and content of data and the applications that process and manipulate that data. Note that an information map does not contain any physical data.

An information map contains data items and filters. A data item can refer to a physical data field or a calculation. A filter contains criteria for subsetting data. Data items and filters are used for building queries.

Depending on the data source, an information map might have many data items and filters. Folders can be used to organize the data items and filters in order to make it easy for business users to find what they want within the information map.

The following figure shows you what an information map looks like from within SAS Information Map Studio, an application that provides a graphical user interface for creating and viewing information maps.

Information maps provide a business metadata layer that enables business users to ask questions and get answers themselves. This frees IT resources from one-time reporting requests and reduces the need to provide training in programming and database structures.

Information maps enable business users to easily access enterprise-wide data by providing the following benefits:

	Users are shielded from the complexities of the physical data.
	Data storage is transparent to users, regardless of whether the data is relational or multidimensional or whether the data is in a SAS data set or in a third-party database management system.
	Business formulas and calculations are predefined, which makes them usable on a consistent basis.
	Users can easily query data for answers to business questions without having to know query languages.
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The Definitive Guide to Windows Installer (Expert's Voice in Net)Apress, 2004
When a company builds and ships software, the installation process is often  the first opportunity for a customer to view the product and the company—and the  installation experience can make or break a lasting impression. So this book is  ideal for companies and developers who want to impress their clientele.

This book covers...
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Microsoft Visual C# .NET Step by Step--Version 2003Microsoft Press, 2003
Build your dexterity with Visual C#--and begin writing Microsoft.NET-connected applications—one step at a time! This practical, hands-on tutorial expertly guides you through the fundamentals—from learning Visual C# syntax to writing and running your first components, Web services, and applications. Work at your own pace through...
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Ruby Best PracticesO'Reilly, 2009
How do you write truly elegant code with Ruby? Ruby Best Practices is for programmers who want to use Ruby as experienced Rubyists do. Written by the developer of the Ruby project Prawn, this concise book explains how to design beautiful APIs and domain-specific languages with Ruby, as well as how to work with functional programming ideas and...
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Adopting a Pet For DummiesFor Dummies, 2005
Develop a loving relationship with your adopted pet
Your fun and easy guide to the challenges and rewards of adopting a pet      

Thinking about adopting or rescuing an animal? This friendly guide gives you a no-nonsense introduction to the process and helps you select the right companion for you and your family. You'll see how to...
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System-Ergonomic Design of Cognitive Automation: Dual-Mode Cognitive Design of Vehicle Guidance and Control Work SystemsSpringer, 2010
Why this book? Simply because it is due. Cognitive automation and its system-ergonomic introduction into work systems have been advanced in the meantime to such a degree that already applications for operational work systems are slowly becoming reality. This book shall contribute to give system designers some more guidelines about designing work...
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Corporate Aftershock: The Public Policy Lessons from the Collapse of Enron and Other Major CorporationsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2003
"In the near future, someone will build a better Enron–a legitimate company with the means and integrity to revolutionize markets. That person will want to use Corporate Aftershock as his business manual and had better hope that government regulators are reading it as well."

    –Ross M. Miller, author, Paving Wall...
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