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						Human attention is in the highest demand it has ever been. The drastic increase in available information has compelled individuals to find a way to sift through the media that is literally at their fingertips. Content recommendation systems have emerged as the technological solution to this social and informational problem, but they’ve also created a bigger crisis in confirming our biases by showing us only, and exactly, what it predicts we want to see.
					


					
						Data versus Democracy investigates and explores how, in the era of social media, human cognition, algorithmic recommendation systems, and human psychology are all working together to reinforce (and exaggerate) human bias. The dangerous confluence of these factors is driving media narratives, influencing opinions, and possibly changing election results. 

					


					
						In this book, algorithmic recommendations, clickbait, familiarity bias, propaganda, and other pivotal concepts are analyzed and then expanded upon via fascinating and timely case studies: the 2016 US presidential election, Ferguson, GamerGate, international political movements, and more events that come to affect every one of us.
					


					
						What are the implications of how we engage with information in the digital age? Data versus Democracy explores this topic and an abundance of related crucial questions. We live in a culture vastly different from any that has come before. In a society where engagement is currency, we are the product. Understanding the value of our attention, how organizations operate based on this concept, and how engagement can be used against our best interests is essential in responsibly equipping ourselves against the perils of disinformation.

				

			

		

	

	
		


		
			Who This Book Is For

		


		
			
				Individuals who are curious about how social media algorithms work and how they can be manipulated to influence culture. Social media managers, data scientists, data administrators, and educators will find this book particularly relevant to their work.
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Cognitive Penetrability and the Epistemic Role of Perception (Palgrave Innovations in Philosophy)Palgrave Macmillan, 2019

	
		This book is about the interweaving between cognitive penetrability and the epistemic role of the two stages of perception, namely early and late vision, in justifying perceptual beliefs. It examines the impact of the epistemic role of perception in defining cognitive penetrability and the relation between the epistemic role of...
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Computational Social Network Analysis: Trends, Tools and Research Advances (Computer Communications and Networks)Springer, 2009

	Social networks provide a powerful abstraction of the structure and dynamics of diverse kinds of people or people-to-technology interaction. Web 2.0 has enabled a new generation of web-based communities, social networks, and folksonomies to facilitate collaboration among different communities.


	This unique text/reference compares...
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Towards a Critical Sociology (Routledge Revivals): An Essay on Commonsense and ImaginationRoutledge, 2010
For the better part of its history sociology shared with commonsense its assumption of the ‘nature-like’ character of society – and consequently developed as the science of unfreedom. In this powerful and engaging work, first published in 1976, Professor Bauman outlines the historical roots of such a science and describes how...
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Electrical Circuit Theory and Technology, Second Edition: Revised editionNewnes, 2003

	Electrical Circuit Theory and Technology is a fully comprehensive text for courses in electrical and electronic principles, circuit theory and electrical technology. The coverage takes students from the fundamentals of the subject, to the completion of a first year degree level course. Thus, this book is ideal for students studying...
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Developing Java Servlets (2nd Edition)Sams Publishing, 2001

	Before you begin reading this book, you might want to take a look at its basic structure. This will help you outline your reading plan, if you choose not to read it from cover to cover. This introduction gives you an overview of what each chapter covers.


	Developing Java Servlets, Second Edition, is a comprehensive,...
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Introduction to Machine Learning with Python: A Guide for Data ScientistsO'Reilly, 2016

	
		Machine learning has become an integral part of many commercial applications and research projects, but this field is not exclusive to large companies with extensive research teams. If you use Python, even as a beginner, this book will teach you practical ways to build your own machine learning solutions. With all the data available...
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