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This invaluable A-to-Z reference work presents nearly 300 entries that survey the history of prisoners of war and interned civilians from the earliest times to the present, with emphasis on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. It explores such themes as famous prisoners of war throughout history, medical conditions, atrocities, escapes, international law, exchanges of prisoners, organizations working on behalf of POWs, and trials associated with the treatment of captives.

Captivity is as old as war itself. It has existed for centuries and has profoundly affected the lives of millions of people, including some of the most influential figures in history. Politicians like Winston Churchill and Charles de Gaulle and writers like Miguel de Cervantes and P. G. Wodehouse have all endured imprisonment in wartime. It might even be argued that captivity, which historically has affected entire populations, has been more universal than combat, which usually involves only the warriors of any society. W. Wynne Mason, a historian of New Zealand POWs, has estimated that one person in every thousand was interned at some point during World War II. Even in that global conflict, armed combat occurred in only a few regions. Internment, on the other hand, occurred in all nations, belligerent and neutral, and affected the lives of people thousands of miles from the firing lines.

Any discussion of captivity in wartime must account for the fact that, throughout history, there have been many kinds of prisoners, each of which experienced different treatment. Most notable (and certainly most glamorous in terms of modern culture) have been prisoners of war, called POWs, members of a recognized military body captured during wartime. POW is apparently a straightforward classification that should admit of little controversy, but even within this group, a number of subcategories have evolved. Guerrilla fighters and merchant mariners are, to varying degrees, combatants, but their status as POWs has been the subject of considerable debate. The status of camp followers, civilians who attach themselves to armies to provide services or for personal reasons, has also been unclear. Even legitimate POWs have sometimes found their status called into question. The Allied powers in World War II created other categories to cope with the massive numbers of enemy soldiers captured. Some of them were classed as Disarmed Enemy Forces (DEF) or Surrendered Enemy Personnel (SEP), artificial distinctions that relieved the Allies of according them all the rights of official POWs. By the same token, Italian soldiers captured by the Allies were often classified not as POWs but as military internees, another dubious distinction that owed more to the demands of the moment than anything else. Finally, war captivity has also involved civilians who have been interned for a variety of reasons. While they are not prisoners of war in the strictest sense, they have certainly been prisoners in wartime.

Over the millennia, there have been many changes in captivity as it affected these various groups. Most striking are the improvements in international law, which have created a broad and complex network of largely nongovernmental organizations to monitor and improve the conditions of captivity during wartime. But these improvements make it easy to lose sight of a more sobering reality: that, despite the Enlightenment, notions of progress, and the evolution of a humanitarian spirit, there is far more continuity than change in the institution of war captivity.
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Programming the Semantic WebO'Reilly, 2009
With this book, the promise of the Semantic Web -- in which machines can find, share, and combine data on the Web -- is not just a technical possibility, but a practical reality. Programming the Semantic Web demonstrates several ways to implement semantic web applications, using existing and emerging standards and technologies. You'll learn how to...
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Introduction to Dynamic Modeling of Neuro-Sensory Systems (Biomedical Engineering)CRC Press, 2000

	Although neural modeling has a long history, most of the texts available on the subject are quite limited in scope, dealing primarily with the simulation of large-scale biological neural networks applicable to describing brain function. Introduction to Dynamic Modeling of Neuro-Sensory Systems presents the mathematical tools and methods that...
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Clojure Cookbook: Recipes for Functional ProgrammingO'Reilly, 2014

	
		With more than 150 detailed recipes, this cookbook shows experienced Clojure developers how to solve a variety of programming tasks with this JVM language. The solutions cover everything from building dynamic websites and working with databases to network communication, cloud computing, and advanced testing strategies. And more than...
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3D Imaging, Analysis and ApplicationsSpringer, 2012

	3D Imaging, Analysis and Applications brings together core topics, both in terms of well-established fundamental techniques and the most promising recent techniques in the exciting field of 3D imaging and analysis. Many similar techniques are being used in a variety of subject areas and applications and the authors attempt to unify a...
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The Customer Management Scorecard: Managing CRM for ProfitKogan Page, 2002
The Customer Management Scorecard is based on a unique global survey conducted by QCi that aimed to reveal the true relationship between effective customer management and business performance. Over 300 global assessments of blue chip companies in 22 countries, across all sectors, were conducted using QCi’s Customer Management...
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Team Bush : Leadership Lessons from the Bush White HouseMcGraw-Hill, 2003
Team Bush is a gripping portrait of George W. Bush at the helm, one  that transcends politics to provide an inside look at the hands-on specifics of  Bush’s aggressive yet pragmatic leadership style. This fast-paced yet powerful  book explains how the Bush model can be used by any executive to streamline  management and decision...
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