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Any folklorist who saw the 1998 Columbia Pictures film Urban Legend will probably remember the library scene for its depiction of one aspect of folklore research. In this scene the beautiful student Natalie (played by Alicia Witt) suspects that recent campus mayhem was inspired by urban legends, the same kind of stories she is studying in a folklore class at New England’s “Pendleton College.” As one reviewer put it, the plot of Urban Legend includes “the requisite killer in gender-concealing costume (a hooded parka rather than a Halloween mask covering the face here), who is methodically wiping out far-too-pretty college-age actors in reverse order of billing.” Sensing a folkloric pattern in the crimes, Natalie goes to the college library to consult the ultimate reference work on the subject, a hefty tome titled Encyclopedia of Urban Legends. There she finds the proof she is seeking—an illustrated description of the method used in the latest killing.

No such reference work existed at that time, of course, but the very one you are now reading had already been in preparation for about a year. This Encyclopedia of Urban Legends is the real-life counterpart to the made-up Hollywood volume.

The folklore class in Urban Legend, as taught by “Professor Wexler” is of interest to folklorists since it shows us Hollywood’s idea of what a college class in the subject might be like. Unfortunately, it’s a poor example, since Professor Wexler’s approach is merely to tell a lot of scary stories, show some slides, and encourage students to try “urban legend experiments,” like drinking a can of soda after eating Pop Rocks candies to test whether the combination will explode in the stomach. All of the best-looking students—the stars of the film, that is—sit in the front row and respond to all of the teacher’s questions; there is no evidence that anyone 
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Genome Instability in Cancer Development (Advances in Experimental Medicine and Biology)Springer, 2006

	Research over the past decades has firmly established the genetic basis of cancer. In particular, studies on animal tumour viruses and chromosome rearrangements in human tumours have concurred to identify so-called ‘proto-oncogenes’ and ‘tumour suppressor genes’, whose deregulation promotes carcinogenesis. These...
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Presence-Based Coaching: Cultivating Self-Generative Leaders Through Mind, Body, and HeartJossey-Bass, 2008

	Presence-Based Coaching offers coaches a hands-on resource for developing the capacities and skills needed to be reliably present in all situations, and shows how to let go of habitual—and often ineffective—ways of responding. As author and leadership expert Doug Silsbee explains, once a coach has mastered the inner moves...
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Computer Architecture: Design and PerformancePrentice Hall, 1991


	Although computer systems employ a range of performance-improving techniques,

	intense effort to improve present performance and to develop completely new types

	of computer systems with this improved performance continues. Many design

	techniques involve the use of parallelism, in which more than one operation is

	performed...




	[image: ][image: GitHub Essentials]

GitHub EssentialsPackt Publishing, 2015

	Unleash the power of collaborative development workflow using GitHub, one step at a time


	About This Book

	
		Effectively use GitHub by learning its key features that leverage the power of Git and make collaboration on code easy to work with.
	
		Be more productive on the development workflow of...
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Information Security FundamentalsAuerbach Publications, 2003

	The purpose of information security is to protect an organization’s valuable resources, such as information, computer hardware, and software. Through the selection and application of appropriate safeguards, security helps the organization’s mission by protecting its physical and financial resources, reputation, legal position,...
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UNIX Unleashed: System Administrator's EditionSams Publishing, 1997
Master the Unix file systems and syntax as both a user and administrator with Unix Unleashed: System Administrator's Edition. Become an expert on the Unix system's organization, file storage, and essential commands. This large, comprehensive volume provides you with the fundamentals of system administration, including how to get around the...
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