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Regardless of which type of application they’re building, developers usually have to carry out a range of common tasks: communicating information to a user, displaying pop-up windows, showing repeating information in a tabular or grid layout, providing forms to update an external data source, and so on. Many times, when learning a new programming language I’ve wanted a book that provided me with a set of building blocks showing me how to achieve one of these tasks. So I wanted to write one about the Flex framework that covered these common developer tasks and then brought the concepts together in a series of case studies. Welcome to this book.

If you’ve picked up the book, you’re probably a designer or developer who has some experience with the Flex 2 or 3 framework. You’ve probably had some exposure to ActionScript 2.0 and are keen to learn more about ActionScript 3.0.

With this book, you can take your skills to the next level. No book can cover everything, but here you’ll learn some of the more useful tools for Flex application development. Most importantly, you’ll learn how to include external data within your Flex applications. I’ll focus particularly on XML documents and content from databases and show you how to add this information to your Flex interfaces.

The book is purposely simple so you can get the basic concepts right. Each chapter covers a small topic, demonstrating, with some basic examples, how you might achieve specific tasks using Flex. It’s not until the second part of the book that we put these concepts together to create four complete applications.

This book started as a book about Flex 2. During the writing process, Adobe announced the release of Flex 3, so I changed the focus halfway through. It was also interrupted by the birth of my son in June 2007, so it’s been a long road.

I hope you enjoy reading this book and that you find it useful for demonstrating some of the complexities of Flex 3 and ActionScript 3.0. I find Flex to be a very powerful application development tool and I hope to share my excitement about it with you!
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Cartoons for Trainers: Seventy Five Cartoons to Use or Adapt for Transitions, Activities, Discussion Points, Ice Breakers and MoreStylus Publishing, 2002

	Includes CD-ROM so cartoons may be incorporated and captions changed in presentation software, plus licensing agreement for reproduction As most instructors, presenters and trainers have discovered, cartoons are an excellent classroom resource for making key learning points in an enjoyable, engaging manner.
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Web as History: Using Web Archives to Understand the Past and the PresentUCL Press, 2017

	The World Wide Web has now been in use for more than 20 years. From early browsers to today’s principal source of information, entertainment and much else, the Web is an integral part of our daily lives, to the extent that some people believe ‘if it’s not online, it doesn’t exist.’ While this statement is not...
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Red Hat RHCSA/RHCE 7 Cert Guide: Red Hat Enterprise Linux 7 (EX200 and EX300) (Certification Guide)Pearson Education, 2015

	Red Hat RHCSA/RHCE 7 Cert Guide contains proven study features that allow you to succeed on the exam the first time. Best-selling author and top Linux consultant Sander van Vugt shares preparation hints and test-taking tips, helping you identify areas of weakness to improve both your conceptual knowledge and...
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Head First Ruby: A Brain-Friendly GuideO'Reilly, 2015

	
		What will you learn from this book?

	
		What’s all the buzz about this Ruby language? Is it right for you? Well, ask yourself: are you tired of all those extra declarations, keywords, and compilation steps in your other language? Do you want to be a more productive programmer? Then you’ll love Ruby. With...
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The Rough Guide to Toronto 4 (Rough Guide Travel Guides)Rough Guides, 2006

	The Rough Guide to Toronto tells you all there is to know about one of Canada’s most diverse and vibrant cities. From the heights of the CN Tower to catching a baseball game at the SkyDome, the 16-page full-colour introduction pinpoints all of the city’s highlights. In addition there are two, new full-colour, 4-page inserts on...
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Nanotechnologies for Future Mobile DevicesCambridge University Press, 2010

	Explore the potential for nanotechnologies to transform future mobile and Internet communications. Based on a research collaboration between Nokia, Helsinki University of Technology, and the University of Cambridge, here leading researchers review the current state-of-the art and future prospects for:


	• Novel multifunctional...
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