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Companies and other organizations depend more than ever on the availability of their Information Technology, and most mission critical business processes are IT-based processes. Business continuity is the ability to do business under any circumstances and is an essential requirement modern companies are facing. High availability and disaster recovery are contributions of the IT to fulfill this requirement. And companies will be confronted with such demands to an even greater extent in the future, since their credit ratings will be lower without such precautions.

Both, high availability and disaster recovery,  are realized by redundant systems. Redundancy can and should be implemented on different abstraction levels: from the hardware, the operating system and middleware components up to the backup computing center in case of a disaster. This book presents requirements, concepts, and realizations of redundant systems on all abstraction levels, and all given examples refer to UNIX and Linux systems.

During the last 15 years I was involved in planning, deployment, and operations of IT systems for major companies. Those systems are missioncritical: the customers’ business depends on their availability. The systems are required to be highly available and to protect against all kinds of problems, like hardware failures, software issues, human errors, through to physical disasters.

I learned that there are misunderstandings between customers, planners, and vendors about what high availability is, what can be achieved with IT systems, and where their limitations are. I also recognized that disaster recovery is only a feature of high availability, but is often seen as an independent topic.

This book addresses this area with an end-to-end view and makes it available as single piece of material: from requirements gathering to planning, implementation, and operations. Another missing piece is supplied, an approach to develop an architecture which leads to highly available systems that are robust and are able to recover from the relevant failure scenarios. But identification of failure scenarios is still a kind of art, mostly based on individual experiences. Selection of a solution is driven by a process, and not by products that claim protection but do not consider the whole picture.

With that end-to-end view, we get a structured approach that leads from requirements to possible failure scenarios to a successful solution. That was the motivation to write this book. It addresses these topics and is targeted at all parties involved, enabling them to speak a common language and manage their mutual expectations. The goal of this book is to explain and discuss architecture, technology, solutions, and processes. Since products and features are too short lived for the aim of this book, it does not review, compare, or recommend any particular products.
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OS X Mountain Lion Pocket GuideO'Reilly, 2012

	
	
		OS X was first released to the public over a decade ago as Mac
	
		OS X Beta (code-named Kodiak). The decade after that saw
	
		Mac OS X go from an interesting oddity unsuited to daily work
	
		to a usable operating system with little third-party support to
	
		everything most people want out of an operating system and a...
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Compensating the Sales Force: A Practical Guide to Designing Winning Sales Reward Programs, Second EditionMcGraw-Hill, 2010

	The classic guide to raising your bottom line with the perfect compensation strategy—fully revised and updated!


	Sales compensation WORKS!


	Nothing motivates a sales force better than a powerful compensation program. And when your salespeople are motivated, revenue soars. But how do you design a program...
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The Time Traveler's Wife (Today Show Book Club #15)MacAdam, 2003
"Niffenegger has written a soaring love story."
-- starred, Publishers Weekly (Publisher's Weekly )

       Passionately in love, Clare and Henry vow to hold onto each other and their marriage as they struggle with the effects of Chrono-Displacement Disorder, a condition that casts Henry involuntarily into...
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Relevance Ranking for Vertical Search EnginesMorgan Kaufmann, 2014

	In plain, uncomplicated language, and using detailed examples to explain the key concepts, models, and algorithms in vertical search ranking, Relevance Ranking for Vertical Search Engines teaches readers how to manipulate ranking algorithms to achieve better results in real-world applications.


	This reference book for...
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Handbook of Face RecognitionSpringer, 2011

	This highly anticipated new edition provides a comprehensive account of face recognition research and technology, spanning the full range of topics needed for designing operational face recognition systems. After a thorough introductory chapter, each of the following chapters focus on a specific topic, reviewing background information,...
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Knowledge Reuse and Agile Processes: Catalysts for InnovationInformation Science Publishing, 2008

	Innovation, agility, and coordination are paramount in the support of value in the global knowledge economy. Therefore, the long-term success of a company is increasingly dependent on its underlying resilience and agility.
	
		Knowledge Reuse and Agile Processes: Catalysts for Innovation addresses flexibility of both business...
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