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Business planning is no longer just about defining goals, identifying critical issues, and then mapping out strategies. In today's dynamic and highly competitive business environment, companies with complex business models want their abstract strategies turned into discrete, executable plans. They want information from the field to reach decision makers in real-time so that they can fine-tune their plans as events unfold. IBM Cognos 8 Planning offers just that.

This book provides you with everything you need to know for building planning models using IBM Cognos 8 Planning. After reading this book, you can begin your journey into model building bringing with you a perspective that comes from three of the most seasoned IBM Cognos Planning consultants in the business.

In this book, you will learn how to build planning models using IBM Cognos Planning's modeling tool, Analyst. We introduce you to key objects in Analyst that let you define, store, and move data. Then we show how you can deploy the model to hundreds or thousands of users using IBM Cognos Planning's web-based tool, Contributor. We demonstrate some of the things you can do as an administrator and as a user. Finally, we show the automation tools that you can use to maintain and support your models. As we go through this, we will share with you tips and tricks and insights from our experience with real implementations.
What you will learn from this book?

	Master the main phases of the model development process and the various considerations you need to think about before embarking on an IBM Cognos Planning project.
	Use Analyst objects to define, store, and move data and leverage powerful data integration tools to let you seamlessly update your models from various data sources.
	Automate common tasks in Analyst such as updating model structures and importing and exporting data by creating Analyst macros.
	Create and configure a Contributor application and deploy it on the Web so that the users can enter budget and forecast data.
	Load data into a Contributor application using different data import methods.
	Automate typical administration tasks in the Contributor Administration Console such as application configuration and the import and publishing of data by creating and scheduling contributor macros.
	Navigate the Contributor Web Client and use it to enter budget and forecast data.
	Apply security to Analyst models and Contributor applications.
	Integrate IBM Cognos Planning with IBM Cognos BI and make planning data available for BI reporting purposes.


Approach

This is a step-by-step, practical guide to designing, building, and deploying Planning models, with plenty of advice from three of the most seasoned Cognos Planning consultants having over 25 years of real-world, in-the-trench experience. We remove the technical clutter and jump right to the heart of the subject focusing only on what is important. 

Who this book is written for?

 Written for first-time developers wanting an introduction to IBM Cognos Planning, this book gives clear, easy-to-understand instructions on how to design, build, and deploy Planning models focusing only on the essential tools that you need to know. It is for anyone who wants to understand IBM Cognos Planning and make a transition to this tool from elsewhere.
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Color Management for Digital Photographers For Dummies (Computer/Tech)For Dummies, 2007
Here's your key to perfect color in digital images
    

    Fine-tune brightness, contrast, and tone with Photoshop® Elements and these tips    

    Shooting great photos is only half the battle—tweaking the details in your digital darkroom makes the difference between so-so images and...
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Management of Prostate Cancer (Current Clinical Urology)Humana Press, 2004

	This thoroughly updated and revised edition of a widely acclaimed book provides concise and authoritative guidance to today's best therapeutic regimens for the diagnosis and treatment of prostate cancer. The authors explain the trends in diagnosis and mortality, new PSA isoforms for diagnosis, PSA screening, chemoprevention, biopsy...
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Wind Energy Meteorology: Atmospheric Physics for Wind Power Generation (Green Energy and Technology)Springer, 2012

	This book is intended to give an introduction into the meteorological boundary conditions for power generation from the wind, onshore and offshore. It is to provide reliable meteorological information for the planning and running of this important kind of renewable energy. This includes the derivation of wind laws and wind profile...
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Learning Node: Moving to the Server-SideO'Reilly, 2016

	
		Take your web development skills from browser to server with Node—and learn how to write fast, highly scalable network applications on this JavaScript-based platform. Updated for the latest Node Long Term Support (LTS) and Node Current (6.0) releases, this hands-on edition helps you master Node’s core fundamentals and...
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Green IT in PracticeIT Governance Publishing, 2008

	There is a scientific consensus that we need to act rapidly to
	cut carbon dioxide emissions if we are to limit the most
	extreme effects of climate change. The IT sector is in a
	unique position to act as a catalyst for this change. By
	implementing simple efficiencies, the sector can reduce its
	carbon footprint – which currently...
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Pro Design Patterns in SwiftApress, 2015

	The Swift programming language has transformed the world of iOS development and started a new age of modern development. Pro Design Patterns in Swift shows you how to harness the power and flexibility of Swift to apply the most important and enduring design patterns to your applications, taking your development projects to master...
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