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As I sit here typing this introduction, I am looking at a copy of The North American Arithmetic, Part Third, for Advanced Scholars, by Frederick Emerson. It was written in 1834.

It has chapters on the money, weights, and measures in use in Europe and America at that time. The English still had pence, shillings, and farthings.

The countries and city-states on the continent had a local currency instead of a Euro. Troy, Avoirdupois, and Apothecary weights were mentioned as standards in Europe.

But after that, there were English ells, French ells, and Flemish ells for measuring cloth—all of them different. There were separate liquid measures for wine and beer. Cities had local measures, so “100 lbs” in Trieste was 123.6 pounds Avoirdupois and 74.77 pounds Avoirdupois in Rome. The good news was that the new metric system in France seemed to be catching on and becoming more popular. How, do you suppose?

All of these differences were handled by Gaugers in each city. These were usually government tax employees who kept a set of dip sticks (or gauges) to measure liquids in barrels, weights for balance scales, baskets for dry goods, and so forth. The term survives today in the oil refinery business for people who test oil in storage tanks. They also calibrated the local merchant’s tools to assure fair trade within their jurisdiction. The seal cast on the front of a wine carafe is a leftover of a Gauger’s official seal, which would have been stamped into a piece of lead.
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Language Structure, Variation and Change: The Case of Old Spanish SyntaxPalgrave Macmillan, 2019

	This book offers an original account of the dynamics of syntactic change and the evolving structure of Old Spanish that combines rigorous manuscript-based investigation, quantitative analysis and a syntactic approach grounded in Minimalist thinking. Its analysis of both successful and failed changes demonstrates the degree of unpredictability...
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Red Hat RHCSA/RHCE 7 Cert Guide: Red Hat Enterprise Linux 7 (EX200 and EX300) (Certification Guide)Pearson Education, 2015

	Red Hat RHCSA/RHCE 7 Cert Guide contains proven study features that allow you to succeed on the exam the first time. Best-selling author and top Linux consultant Sander van Vugt shares preparation hints and test-taking tips, helping you identify areas of weakness to improve both your conceptual knowledge and...
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Data-intensive Systems: Principles and Fundamentals using Hadoop and Spark (Advanced Information and Knowledge Processing)Springer, 2019

	
		Data-intensive systems are a technological building block supporting Big Data and Data Science applications.This book familiarizes readers with core concepts that they should be aware of before continuing with independent work and the more advanced technical reference literature that dominates the current landscape.
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Inside the Java Virtual Machine (Java Masters Series)McGraw-Hill, 1997
Want to write better Java programs? Look under the hood and see what makes the ingenious Java engine run! This easy-to-understand yet technically rich description of the Java Virtual Machine (JVM)--the engine of the Java language--is your key to writing more efficient and effective Java code. It provides a complete JVM tutorial and desktop...
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Algorithms for Next Generation Networks (Computer Communications and Networks)Springer, 2010
Data networking now plays a major role in everyday life and new applications continue to appear at a blinding pace. Yet we still do not have a sound foundation for designing, evaluating and managing these networks.

This book covers topics at the intersection of algorithms and networking. It builds a complete picture of the current state...
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Developing RESTful Services with JAX-RS 2.0, WebSockets, and JSONPackt Publishing, 2013

	Improving your productivity by making the most of Java EE 7's capabilities is made easy and practical with this book. It's the perfect guide to developing RESTful Services utilizing powerful new technologies.


	Overview

	
		Learning about different client/server communication models including but not...
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