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This book is for anyone who has ever had a character in their heart that they’ve wanted to bring to life with as much fluidity, power, and grace as can be seen in the best animated feature films. This is a book for anyone who has wanted to become an animator but hasn’t gone to Sheridan College in Toronto or CalArts in Valencia. This is a book for animators who have progressed as far as they can on their own and want to hone their skills to the level of feature-quality animation. This is a book for feature-quality animators skilled on other software platforms who have a project that requires them to use LightWave.

This is the book I wish had been available when I was starting out as a LightWave animator.

This is not just a book on how to set up and point weight characters. It is not yet another book that covers the same basics that nearly every other book on animation presents as “all-there-is-toknow.” This book covers the complex animation mechanics that are locked inside every beautifully animated scene but that are difficult to understand until someone shows you how. It took many gifted people with careers in animation going back over 30 years to show me what I hadn’t learned in school or in the books I’d read. I’ve taught many people who’ve worked for me on projects ranging from films to video games how to see, understand, and internalize these techniques and subtleties. It is my goal in this book to pass this information on to a much larger audience, and by doing so, raise the level of animators and the way others perceive animators all across the board.

Animation is an incredible art. It encompasses so much technical and artistic skill that in my experience, nothing else comes close to the impact it has on the artist or the viewer. We’re moved by good animation in a way we can’t explain. And there are those of us who are so touched by it that it consumes us and we have to make it a part of ourselves. We give our lives to it. And once we finally understand how to breathe life into these ideas and archetypes we have had deep within our own mind’s eye, there is no better place to be than in the space that is created when you’re animating. 

This book is here to give you the tools you need to stop fighting the computer. It is here to let you learn and internalize the things that make animation come to life so your evolution as an animator can really begin. This is only the first step, but it is a first step from the point of view of feature-quality animation, and that is what will make all the difference in the world.

About the Author
 Timothy Albee has worked in the entertain-ment industry since 1990 as a writer, director, animator, concept artist, producer, and studio owner/executive. His credits include Walt Disney Feature Animation, Warner Brothers/ Infogrammes, Babylon 5, and numerous video game titles. He has written, produced, and directed three short films in addition to Kaze, Ghost Warrior and is the author of several books including LightWave 3D 7 Character Animation, Essential LightWave 3D 7.5, and CGI Filmmaking: The Creation of Ghost Warrior.
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JavaScript(TM) PhrasebookSams Publishing, 2006
Developers are hungry for a concise, easy-to-use reference that puts essential code "phrases" at their fingertips. JavaScript, and the related AJAX, is hot and there is little to no information on how to use JavaScript to develop AJAX-based applications. While there are many JavaScript books on the market, most of them are dated and few...
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Encyclopedia of World Cultures: South AsiaMacmillan Technical, 1992
Contemplation of the huge numbers of people now living in South Asia prompts me to point out that this volume deals with about 20 percent of the world's population (which stood at almost 5 billion in 1986, the year in which the population of South Asia passed the 1 billion mark). The rough geographic limits encompassing this mass of people and...
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Practical Data Science with RManning Publications, 2014

	
		Summary

	
		Practical Data Science with R lives up to its name. It explains basic principles without the theoretical mumbo-jumbo and jumps right to the real use cases you'll face as you collect, curate, and analyze the data crucial to the success of your business. You'll apply the R programming language...
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Visual Studio Tools for Office 2007: VSTO for Excel, Word, and OutlookAddison Wesley, 2009

	Visual Studio Tools for Office 2007: VSTO for Excel, Word, and Outlook is the definitive book on VSTO 2008 programming, written by the inventors of the technology. VSTO is a set of tools that allows professional developers to use the full power of Microsoft Visual Studio 2008 and the .NET Framework to...
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PHP Programming for WindowsSams Publishing, 2002
PHP Programming for Windows the authoritative  guide to developing web applications with PHP on the Microsoft Windows platform.  It is the first book of its kind to offer a Windows centric stance on PHP with  the intermediate to advanced audience in mind. This book covers PHP from the  ground up and benefits both...
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Electromagnetics, Microwave Circuit, And Antenna Design for Communications Engineering, Second EditionArtech House Publishers, 2006
This newly revised, authoritative resource is essential reading for professionals looking for a clear, complete overview of basic electromagnetics principles and applications to antenna and microwave circuit design for communications. Among the numerous updates, the second edition features a brand new chapter on the increasingly important topic...
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