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	On November 4, 2009, Alberto and I had dinner with many other Analysis Services experts from all around the world, including many people from the Microsoft development team. We were in Seattle for the PASS Summit 2009, a conference for SQL Server professionals, and because Redmond, Washington is very near to Seattle, events like this often give you a chance to meet people you know only through e-mail. At that time, PowerPivot had just become the official name for what we had been calling Gemini for the past year, and we were continuing to call it Gemini. That dinner was very pleasant; I admit we were very geeky conversationalists, but everyone was very interested in Analysis Services–related topics and there were no guests outside the discipline, so we talked.


	We were discussing the future of Analysis Services, and if you wonder why this is relevant to PowerPivot, it might help to know that PowerPivot was developed by the same team that produced Analysis Services, and these two products share a lot of technology. So Gemini (well, we were still not used to the new name) was part of many discussions.


	Alberto, Chris Webb, and I were also celebrating the publishing of another book, Expert Cube Development with Microsoft SQL Server 2008 Analysis Services, which we wrote in 2009 without having a single physical meeting. (Alberto and I live in Italy and Chris lives in the U.K.) I was at a table with Edward Melomed and happened to say something like “PowerPivot is just too simple, it doesn’t deserve a book by itself,” which induced Edward to list all the PowerPivot topics that could justify a book (and more!). I was not convinced, but just as a joke I started writing the table of contents of a PowerPivot book on the paper table cover. At that time, I was still unfamiliar with PowerPivot, and DAX was still relatively new to me. However, after an hour of brainstorming about this book, I had the schema of its contents on the table. At the end of the dinner, I cut the piece of table cover containing my table of contents and started wondering about this book. To write or not to write it?


	Well, you already know the answer. After a few weeks (maybe days), I fully understood why this book was necessary and why PowerPivot is not a gadget for Excel, but rather is a tool that will grow in importance and will be adopted by many people who need to analyze their data without the aid of experts to design a complete BI solution in the standard way.
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Computer Graphics and Geometric Modelling: Implementation & AlgorithmsSpringer, 2005
Possibly the most comprehensive overview of computer graphics as seen in the context of geometric modelling, this two volume work covers implementation and theory in a thorough and systematic fashion. Computer Graphics and Geometric Modelling: Implementation and Algorithms, covers the computer graphics part of the field of geometric modelling and...
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Advances in Intelligent Information and Database Systems (Studies in Computational Intelligence)Springer, 2010

	Intelligent information and database systems are two closely related and we- established subfields of modern computer science. They focus on the integration of artificial intelligence and classic database technologies in order to create the class of next generation information systems. The major target of this new gene- tion of systems is to...
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Mastering Apache Velocity (Java Open Source Library)John Wiley & Sons, 2003
In the beginning, a Web page was a static entity that provided the same infor
mation to all visitors. Developers soon wanted the ability to provide unique
data for their users. A large assortment of technologies came along to
address this desire--technologies like PHP, ASP, and JSP. While these languages
do solve the problem,...
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American Cars 1946-1959: Every Model, Year by YearMcGraw-Hill, 2008

	From the resumption of automobile production at the close of World War II through the 1950s, the American auto industry would see the births and deaths of several manufacturers, great technological advances, and an era of dramatic styling as a prospering nation asserted its growing mobility. Cars of this period are among the most iconic...
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CCSP Flash Cards and Exam Practice Pack (Flash Cards and Exam Practice Packs)Cisco Press, 2005
Practice for the CCSP exams with the best-selling late stage exam practice series for Cisco certifications!

	
    Prepare for all 5 CCSP exams--SECUR, CSPFA, CSVPN, CSIDS, and CSI--with proven late-stage self-study tools

    
	
    1000 flashcards in...
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Axioms For Lattices And Boolean AlgebrasWorld Scientific Publishing, 2008

	The importance of equational axioms emerged initially with the axiomatic approach to Boolean algebras, groups, and rings, and later in lattices. This unique research monograph systematically presents minimal equational axiom-systems for various lattice-related algebras, regardless of whether they are given in terms of join and meet or other...
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