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	People face making decisions both in their professional and private lives. A manager

	in a company, for example, may need to evaluate suppliers and develop partnerships

	with the best ones. A household may need to choose an energy supplier for their

	family home. Students cannot ignore university rankings. Often candidates for a job

	vacancy are ‘ranked’ based on their experience, performance during the interview,

	etc.





	As well as ranking and choice problems, there are also classification problems

	that have existed since classical times. In the fourth century bc, the ancient Greek

	philosopher Epicurus arranged human desires into two classes: vain desires (e.g.

	the desire for immortality) and natural desires (e.g. the desire for pleasure). These

	classifications were supposed to help in finding inner peace. Nowadays, classification

	problems occur naturally in daily life. A doctor, for instance, diagnoses a patient

	on the basis of their symptoms and assigns them to a pathology class to be able

	to prescribe the appropriate treatment. In enterprise, projects are often sorted into

	priority-based categories. Not long ago, a study showed that over 20 million Brazilians

	have moved from the lower social categories (D and E) to category C, the first

	tier of the middle class, and are now active consumers due to an increase in legal

	employment (Observador 2008). Hurricanes or cyclones are sorted into one of the

	five Saffir–Simpson categories based on their wind speed, superficial pressure and

	tide height.





	All of these examples show that delicate decision problems arise frequently.

	Decision problems such as ranking, choice and sorting problems are often complex as

	they usually involve several criteria. People no longer consider only one criterion (e.g.

	price) when making a decision. To build long-term relationships, make sustainable

	and environmentally friendly decisions, companies consider multiple criteria in their

	decision process.
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Network Query Language with CDROMJohn Wiley & Sons, 2002
Learn about an exciting new technology that is revolutionizing network and Internet content delivery
As the first pure language of the content engineering era, Network Query Language (NQL) is the ultimate tool for rapid and simple development of intelligent agents, bots, spiders, middleware, and scalable business-to-business content aggregation...
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Encyclopedia of Artificial IntelligenceInformation Science Publishing, 2008

	Numerous real-life problems so complex as to be virtually insoluble by means of traditional computer science techniques can now be approached effectively with artificial intelligence techniques. Recently, artificial intelligence technologies have evolved at a rapid pace, raising significant challenges to the effort to stay current.
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Beginning PHP5 (Programmer to Programmer)Wrox Press, 2004
PHP5 is the newest version of the preferred language for rapidly creating dynamic Web page content. While its main use is as a cross-platform, HTML-embedded, server-side Web scripting language, it now works equally well when creating multi-tiered applications or XML-based applications as well as Web applications. This book teaches you the...
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Eric Sink on the Business of SoftwareApress, 2006
Even my founding of SourceGear was mostly unintentional. I quit my job at Spyglass and created a company that I never intended to grow. I merely wanted to work solo as a programmer doing projects on contract. Nine years later I find myself working in a real company with employees and a phone system. Everything that happened between then and now is...
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Build your own 2D Game Engine and Create Great Web Games: Using HTML5, JavaScript, and WebGLApress, 2015

	Build Your Own 2D Game Engine and Create Great Web Games teaches you how to develop your own web-based game engine step-by-step, allowing you to create a wide variety of online videogames that can be played in common web browsers. Chapters include examples and projects that gradually increase in complexity while introducing a...
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iMac Portable GeniusJohn Wiley & Sons, 2012

	Get to know the newest iMac, including OS X Mountain Lion


	Completely updated to cover the latest iMac, the new edition of this savvy guide is just what you need to get the most out of your cool new computer. Veteran author Guy Hart-Davis reveals all the best tricks and tips, as he shows you how to set up and customize your...
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