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"Radioactivity is like a clock that never needs adjusting," writes Doug Macdougall. "It would be hard to design a more reliable timekeeper." In Nature's Clocks, Macdougall tells how scientists who were seeking to understand the past arrived at the ingenious techniques they now use to determine the age of objects and organisms. By examining radiocarbon (C-14) dating--the best known of these methods--and several other techniques that geologists use to decode the distant past, Macdougall unwraps the last century's advances, explaining how they reveal the age of our fossil ancestors such as "Lucy," the timing of the dinosaurs' extinction, and the precise ages of tiny mineral grains that date from the beginning of the earth's history. In lively and accessible prose, he describes how the science of geochronology has developed and flourished. Relating these advances through the stories of the scientists themselves--James Hutton, William Smith, Arthur Holmes, Ernest Rutherford, Willard Libby, and Clair Patterson--Macdougall shows how they used ingenuity and inspiration to construct one of modern science's most significant accomplishments: a timescale for the earth's evolution and human prehistory.     

       "A lucid and engaging account of the scientific revolution that changed the way we think about our planet and ourselves."--James Lawrence Powell, author of Grand Canyon and Mysteries of Terra Firma     

       About the Author
   
Doug Macdougall is Professor Emeritus of Earth Sciences at Scripps Institution of Oceanography, University of California, San Diego, and currently resides in Edinburgh, Scotland. He is the author of Frozen Earth: The Once and Future Story of Ice Ages (UC Press, 2004) and A Short History of Planet Earth.
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Grid Computing: The Savvy Manager's Guide (The Savvy Manager's Guides)Morgan Kaufmann, 2005
"This book explains grid in simple terms, using practical examples to demonstrate the technical and business benefits of grid and providing hands-on guidance for readers. This is a must read for everyone who is seriously investigating grid or planning to integrate grid technology in their IT environment."
--Wolfgang Gentzsch,...
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Deconstructing the Elements with 3ds Max, Third Edition: Create natural fire, earth, air and water without plug-insFocal Press, 2008
ALL NEW TUTORIALS IN THIS NEW 3RD EDITION provide a unique and rigorous approach to teaching 3d artists the art and techniques of creating CG environments with the latest version of 3ds Max (200,000+ users).     

       3ds Max is the leading 3D modeling, animation, and rendering solution for artists, schools, and production...
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Technology: A World History (New Oxford World History)Oxford University Press, 2009
Today technology has created a world of dazzling progress, growing disparities of wealth and poverty, and looming threats to the environment. Technology: A World History offers an illuminating backdrop to our present moment--a brilliant history of invention around the globe. Historian Daniel R. Headrick ranges from the Stone Age and the beginnings...
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Agile IT Security Implementation MethodologyPackt Publishing, 2011

	Agile methodologies attack risk at its core. To identify risk early and often is the
	premise of agile security. Risk comes in many forms. Organizations face security
	threats every day. Risks are in the delivery and maintenance of the countermeasures.
	Agile IT Security focuses on the details of the steps in delivering and maintaining...
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Semantic Web For Dummies (Computer/Tech)For Dummies, 2009
The Semantic Web community has a distinct feeling of manifest destiny. Here in the early part of the 21st century, the Web is still in its infancy (less than 20 years old), and the scope of unsolved digital data challenges is simply enormous. To many in the software industry, myself included, it seems inevitable that the next great Web revolution...
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Fourier Analysis: An Introduction (Princeton Lectures in Analysis)Princeton Press, 2003

	This first volume, a three-part introduction to the subject, is intended for students with a beginning knowledge of mathematical analysis who are motivated to discover the ideas that shape Fourier analysis. It begins with the simple conviction that Fourier arrived at in the early nineteenth century when studying problems in the physical...
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