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The new edition of this extraordinary book depicts the creation of the world champion checkers computer program, Chinook. In only two years, Chinook had become a worthy opponent to the world champion, and within four years had defeated all the world's top human players. Jonathan Schaeffer, the originator and leader of the Chinook team, details the mistakes and technical problems made and the lessons learned in the continuous effort to improve Chinook's performance, revealing the human factor behind the program’s design. The development of Chinook begins in 1988 as an innocent question asked over lunch and is followed to the final match against then world champion, Marion Tinsley, and ultimately to its recent triumph, solving checkers. Schaeffer’s unwaveringly honest narrative features new anecdotes, updated material and technology descriptions, and additional photos and figures, providing an engrossing account of an obsessive quest to achieve perfection in computer checkers.     

       About the Author
   
The scientists who developed Chinook rigorously proved that Chinook can never lose, i.e. computer checkers has been solved.  Author Schaeffer detailed the process on the web site of the journal Science in July 2007, and the story has since been reported in the Chicago Tribune, The New York Times, USA Today, Discover Magazine, as well as on MSNBC and CNN, among others.
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Excel Workbook For Dummies (Computer/Tech)For Dummies, 2006
Start using Excel spreadsheets, formulas, and charts — practice exercises make it easy
   

   You don't have to be overwhelmed by Excel — this workbook helps you get the hang of the most popular spreadsheet program by doing! From working with pivot tables to adding graphics to building dynamic charts,...
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Nonlinear Computer Modeling of Chemical and Biochemical DataAcademic Press, 1996

	Assuming only background knowledge of algebra and elementary calculus, and access to a modern personal computer, Nonlinear Computer Modeling of Chemical and Biochemical Data presents the fundamental basis and procedures of data modeling by computer using nonlinear regression analysis. Bypassing the need for intermediary analytical...
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Parallel Programming with PythonPackt Publishing, 2014

	Develop efficient parallel systems using the robust Python environment


	About This Book

	
		Demonstrates the concepts of Python parallel programming
	
		Boosts your Python computing capabilities
	
		Contains easy-to-understand explanations and plenty of examples
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Awareness Systems: Advances in Theory, Methodology and Design (Human-Computer Interaction Series)Springer, 2009
People go about their daily tasks with an in-built awareness of their social and physical environments. This awareness helps them to work cooperatively in groups, coordinate actions, and to maintain and enhance social communication with others. Networked technology has extended the reach of people's awareness to remote and distributed groups and...
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The Economics of Cloud Computing: An Overview For Decision Makers (Network Business)Cisco Press, 2012

	In my conversations with customers, partners, and peers, one topic seems to bubble to the surface more than any other: How do I financially justify the move to the cloud?


	Initially, the notion of a business case for cloud computing seemed almost redundant. It seemed to me that the cost savings associated with...
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Design Reliability: Fundamentals and ApplicationsCRC Press, 1999
As engineering systems become more and more complex, industry has recognized the importance of system and product reliability and places ever increasing emphasis on it during the design phase. Despite its efforts, however, industry continues to lose billions of dollars each year because of unexpected system failures. Therefore, it becomes...
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