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I started working with the new Microsoft WinFX technology stack early in the beta and Community Technology Preview (CTP) stages. The foundations that began their life as WinFX (Windows Presentation, Windows Communication, and Windows Workflow) became a shipping Microsoft product named .NET Framework 3.0 in November 2006. I actually started to learn and use all three of these foundations at the same time in my day job. Talk about a massive learning curve.

While I was impressed with the flexibility and capabilities of Windows Presentation Foundation (WPF) and Windows Communication Foundation (WCF), I was somehow inexplicably drawn to Windows Workflow Foundation (WF). WF isn’t just a new way to implement a user interface or a new way to communicate between applications and services. WF represents a completely new way to develop applications. It is declarative, visual, and infinitely flexible. It promotes a model that cleanly separates what to do from when to do it. This separation allows you to change the workflow model (the when) without affecting the what. Business logic is implemented as a set of discrete, testable components that are assembled into workflows like building blocks.

Workflow isn’t a new concept. But when Microsoft spends years developing a workflow foundation and provides it to us without cost, it is an event worth noting. Other workflow frameworks exist, but WF is the de facto standard workflow framework for Windows applications.

I originally wrote the first edition of this book because I was excited about workflow, and about WF in particular. I was excited about the opportunities that it held for application developers like us. And that excitement continues today, especially with the release of .NET Framework 3.5. With this release, Microsoft has continued to provide additional enhancements to WF. In particular, .NET 3.5 includes support for workflow services. These are Windows Communication Foundation services that are implemented as workflows.

My hope is that this book will help you to use WF to build an exciting new generation of workflow-enabled applications.
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Drupal 7 Primer: Creating CMS-Based Websites: A Guide for BeginnersCourse Technology PTR, 2011

	An open source content management system (CMS) like Drupal can be a great
	resource for anyone who would like to develop and maintain a website. In the
	past, in order to make a website, you had to manually assemble all the files and
	develop a fair amount of technical expertise; however, a CMS can automate and
	significantly simplify...
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Building Leadership in Project and Network Management: A Facilitator's Tool SetSpringer, 2009
This book builds a bridge between facilitation techniques and leadership in project and network management. It provides methodical Messages, a Facilitator Curriculum, and the wealth of 40 carefully selected and reality-proof tools, many of which have not been published at all or at least never been published in English. The reader...
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The Text Mining Handbook: Advanced Approaches in Analyzing Unstructured DataCambridge University Press, 2006
Text mining tries to solve the crisis of information overload by combining techniques from data mining, machine learning, natural language processing, information retrieval, and knowledge management. In addition to providing an in-depth examination of core text mining and link detection algorithms and operations, this book examines advanced...
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Manual of Outpatient GynecologyLippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2002

	Manual of Outpatient Gynecology, Fourth Edition, is a practical text designed to aid in the treatment of outpatient gynecologic problems. It is meant to emphasize office diagnosis and treatment for the most frequently encountered problems and various sensitive subjects encountered in office...
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Instant Metasploit StarterPackt Publishing, 2013

	The Metasploit framework is an exploit development framework. It has evolved as a one stop shop for all the needs of ethical hacking. For a beginner who wishes to learn the framework and domain, Metasploit provides everything to make your life easier and secure your world from attackers.


	This book is written in such a way that...
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Analog-and-Algorithm-Assisted Ultra-low Power Biosignal Acquisition Systems (Analog Circuits and Signal Processing)Springer, 2019

	This book discusses the design and implementation aspects of ultra-low power biosignal acquisition platforms that exploit analog-assisted and algorithmic approaches for power savings.The authors describe an approach referred to as “analog-and-algorithm-assisted” signal processing.This enables significant power consumption...
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