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The Wikipedia page for Ajax (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ajax) provides more than 40 meanings for the word, including the names of two characters in Homer’s Iliad (Ajax the Great and Ajax the Lesser), the name of an Amsterdam soccer team, a couple of automobiles, a horse, and—my personal favorite—a household cleaner made by Colgate. However, Ajax is also the term for a collection of technologies many say could revolutionize the Web. If various weblogs and online and print commentaries are to be believed, Ajax is the future of web development, the enabler of Web 2.0, and probably a cure for fatal diseases, as well.

Many web developers want to provide their users with a far richer client experience but don’t want to write a Windows client application (or, for practical reasons, cannot write one). Ajax could be just what they need. It allows web applications to behave almost like desktop applications, with features such as keyboard shortcuts and drag-and-drop placement.

ASP.NET “Atlas” was the code name for a new set of technologies from Microsoft that provide Ajax-like functionality for the ASP.NET developer. It offered many of the same benefits for Ajax development that ASP.NET provides for server-side development. In autumn of 2006, the final product name was announced: ASP.NET AJAX. (However, Atlas is much easier to pronounce.)

I resisted writing about Ajax for quite some time. For years, I had used and written about the technologies that make up Ajax, but the term itself had to be coined in early 2005 before the technology really took off. In my opinion, Clemens Vasters said it best: “Web 2.0 yadda yadda AJAX yaddayadda Profit!(?)” (see http://vasters.com/clemensv/PermaLink,guid,d88c1112-d8da-496e-9fd0-8cf03cf55c32.aspx).

The hype reminds me of the buzz that accompanied XML and web services a few years back: everybody was talking about them, but few had ever read their specs. Once reality settled in, the hype vanished and actual real-world applications appeared that made effective use of both technologies.
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The Lucent Library of Science and Technology - Energy AlternativesLucent Books, 2004
Energy drives all life and is a key component to how humanity works, lives, and sustains itself. Due to the depletion of existing energy sources and the damage being done to the earth's ecosystems, renewable, non-polluting energy sources such as solar, wind, and geothermal power, are being developed and implemented.

The twentieth-century...
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Applescript Finder Guide: English DialectAddison Wesley, 1994
Since 1985, Apple and Addison-Wesley have been publishing authoritative books about Apple technologies. The Apple Technical Library provides Macintosh developers with the official treatment of all the major new technologies that Apple releases. Timely, accurate, and clear, this collection of books is the essential resource for...
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Mind Tools: Practical Thinking Skills for an Excellent LifeMIND, 2003
On its own, a screwdriver will only help you in a small way. Although it can be very useful, there are only a few jobs that you can use it for. When, however, you use this screwdriver as part of a complete tool kit, the range of options open to you is enormous. A craftsman with a good tool kit can make many different, useful things.
...
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A Designer's Guide to Asynchronous VLSICambridge University Press, 2010

	Bypass the limitations of synchronous design and create low power, higher performance circuits with shorter design times using this practical guide to asynchronous design. The fundamentals of asynchronous design are covered, as is a large variety of design styles, while the emphasis throughout is on practical techniques and real-world...
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Fabrication of SiGe HBT BiCMOS TechnologyCRC Press, 2007


	While the idea of cleverly using silicon–germanium (SiGe) and silicon (Si) strained-layer epitaxy to

	practice bandgap engineering of semiconductor devices in the highly manufacturable Si material system

	is an old one, only in the past decade has this concept become a practical reality. The final success of

	creating novel Si...
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WCDMA (UMTS) Deployment Handbook: Planning and Optimization AspectsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2006
A complete and practical guide to WCDMA/UMTS cellular network deployment.
    After introducing the network architecture of such a system, the WCDMA (UMTS) Deployment Handbook defines the coverage and capacity concepts associated with the dimensioning and design phases. Progressing to a discussion of the main system parameters...
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