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You can't go too far in technology these days without at least a casual understanding of data communications over local and wide-area networks (LANs and WANs). Sams Teach Yourself Networking in 24 Hours will clue you in on the seven-layer Open Systems Interconnect (OSI) networking abstraction and other key facts and concepts having to do with communication among computers. This is the sort of book you sit down and read, perhaps doodling some sketches to the side, rather than use as a guide for experiments performed on a live computer. As such, it's a good starting point as you prepare for a general networking exam, such as Microsoft's Networking Essentials exam.
    Some readers may find author Matt Hayden's approach a bit scattershot. He introduces, for example, some of the details of Asynchronous Transfer Mode (ATM) and IP subnetting before he explains network topologies. He also touches on technologies such as hard-drive storage, which are not at all central to networking. But despite the padding and the sometimes-strange organizational decisions, Hayden has done a fine job of communicating the critical facts and concepts about networking in an implementation-independent way. Though he writes about the relative merits of networks built with NetWare, Windows, Unix, and Linux, he doesn't muddy the water with click-this, choose-that instructions. --David Wall

    Topics covered: The essentials of computer networking, explained for people who have never studied the subject before. Design and implementation issues are treated generically, and the author makes high-level comparisons among NetWare, Windows NT, Windows 2000, Unix, and Linux.
       

About the Author
   

Matt Hayden is a systems engineer for a Silicon Valley technical firm. His primary expertise is operating systems and networking, and his background includes a stint as a technologist for a merchant banking firm. Matt holds a bachelor's degree in History and a master's degree in English. When he's not networking or traveling, he spends his time playing music, reading and cycling.

Joe Habraken is a best-selling author, information technology professional and educator. Joe has more than 15 years of experience as a network administrator, consultant and IT professional. He is currently an assistant professor at the University of New England where he teaches a variety of information technology classes, introducing undergraduate students to computer basics, software applications, Web design and the use of personal computers in business settings. His books include Microsoft Office 2003 All in One, Practical Cisco Routers and Sams Teach Yourself Microsoft Server 2003 in 24 Hours.
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A Practical Guide to Ubuntu LinuxPrentice Hall, 2007
Ubuntu Linux is a state-of-the-art operating system, and you need a book that’s just as advanced. Along with being the most comprehensive reference to installing, configuring, and working with Ubuntu, A Practical Guide to Ubuntu Linux® also provides extensive server coverage you won’t find in any...
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From Java to C#Addison Wesley, 2004
This book provides a comprehensive introduction to the C# programming language introduced by Microsoft with the first official release in February 2002. C# is part of a much larger project called .NET, which provides a vast library of classes allowing software developers to create applications to meet almost any need in the industrial and research...
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Organizational Knowledge: The Texture of Workplace L (Organization and Strategy)John Wiley & Sons, 2006
This book makes an important contribution to our understanding of practice-based organizational learning and knowing.
    
    * Based on the author's detailed study of safety practices in different corporate settings. 
    
    * The author uses this study to empirically describe how learning, knowing and organizing are...
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Renewable Resources and Renewable Energy: A Global ChallengeCRC Press, 2006
As energy demands continue to surge worldwide, the need for more efficient and environmentally neutral energy production also becomes increasingly apparent. Renewable Resources and Renewable Energy: A Global Challenge presents a well-rounded perspective on the development of bio-based feedstocks, biodegradable plastics, hydrogen...
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Improving Your Written English: How to Ensure Your Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Are Up to ScratchHow to Books, 1998

	This user-friendly book offers help to anyone who needs to brush up on his or her English. Written in short, easily understandable sections, it deals with the basics of writing good English. There are sections on punctuation, sentence construction, and spelling. All the common pitfalls are tackled, such as when to use apostrophes and how to...
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Advanced Mathematics and Mechanics Applications Using MATLAB, Third EditionCRC Press, 2002

	This book uses MATLABR to analyze various applications in mathematics and mechanics. The authors hope to encourage engineers and scientists to consider this modern programming environment as an excellent alternative to languages such as FORTRAN or C++. MATLAB1 embodies an interactive environment with a high level programming language...
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