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Scientology is arguably the most persistently controversial of all contemporary New Religious Movements.  The Church of Scientology has been involved in battles over tax issues, a ten-year conflict with the Food and Drug Administration, extended turmoil with a number of European governments, and has even been subjected to FBI raids in Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles. 

 Negative publicity, however, has not prevented the Church from experiencing remarkably steady growth.  Official national census figures indicate that the number of Scientologists grew significantly in Canada, New Zealand, and Australia throughout the 1990s, and studies show that the Church gained 10,000 members in the United States during that decade.  This has led Scientology to begin referring to itself as "The World's Fastest Growing Religion."  But despite its highly public profile, recently enhanced by celebrity spokespersons like Tom Cruise and Isaac Hayes, little has been published about the Church, its history, theology, and mission. 

 The present volume brings together an international group of top scholars on New Religious Movements to offer an extensive and even-handed overview and analysis of all of these aspects of Scientology, including the controversies to which it continues to give rise.  The book's six parts take a detailed look at the Church through its similarities to and differences from other religions, conflicts with various groups, overseas missions, and its theology, history, and sociology. 

 James R. Lewis has assembled an unusually comprehensive anthology, incorporating a wide range of different approaches.  This volume is a welcome and long-overdue resource for scholars, students, and others interested in this controversial and little-understood religious movement.    

       About the Author
   
 James R. Lewis is Lecturer in Philosophy at the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point.
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Macroeconomics: Principles and ApplicationsSouth-Western College, 2007

	Because issues of policy and real applications are critical to the principles of economics course, acclaimed economists Hall and Lieberman have made the fourth edition of MACROECONOMICS: PRINCIPLES AND APPLICATIONS as current as today's headlines, giving students a real-world, up-to-the-minute overview that presents economics as a unified...
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Congenital Heart Disease in AdultsInforma Healthcare, 2008

	The adult population with congenital heart disease is increasing rapidly. More than 80% of children with congenital heart disease now reach adulthood, with some congenital heart diseases diagnosed for the first time in adults. The operations performed during childhood may have severe residual findings, which need to be repaired. Cardiologists...
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Accelerating Development Velocity Using Docker: Docker Across MicroservicesApress, 2018

	
		Discover how a software engineer can leverage Docker in order to expedite development velocity. This book focuses on the fundamental concepts this program is built upon and explores how it can help you get your services up and running inside Docker containers. You'll also review tips on how to debug microservices applications...






	[image: ][image: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Acting]

The Complete Idiot's Guide to ActingAlpha, 2001

	In Henry Fielding’s great novel Tom Jones, the young hero and his friend Partridge go to see a production of Shakespeare’s Hamlet—a play that had been around for less than 50 years at that point. Partridge, always opinionated and usually wrong, is not impressed by the actor playing Hamlet: “Why, I could act as well as...
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Show Me QuickBooks 2004Que, 2004
Show Me QuickBooks helps readers learn visually how to perform tasks using the leading accounting software for small businesses. They are able to find answers to their questions quickly and visually with this user-friendly method of training. Each task includes a screen-by-screen visual accompanied by a concise text description that...
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Faulk's Basic Forensic PsychiatryJohn Wiley & Sons, 1999

	After the second edition was published (in 1994), a number of changes have taken place, including changes in the law, advances in treatment, and changes in the management of prisons and special hospitals.


	The book remains essential reading for doctors taking the Membership examination of the Royal College of Psychiatrists, but also...
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