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	The Lucent Library of Science and Technology - Artificial Intelligence, 9781590184370 (1590184378), Lucent Books, 2005
As far back as the ancient Greek civilization, people have imagined machines and mechanical men that could work and think like any human. One Greek myth, for example, tells of the Greek god Hephaestus, who built mechanical men to forge powerful weapons and spectacular jewelry. When the king of Crete requested that he make a giant man to guard his island, Hephaestus constructed the metallic warrior Talos. Talos patrolled the shores of Crete until Jason and the Argonauts defeated it.

In the late 1800s, as the genre of science fiction developed, books about intelligent machines serving human masters sparked the public’s imagination, but not until the 1920s did such machines acquire the name robot. In 1920 Czech playwright Karel Capek published the play R.U.R. (Rossum’s Universal Robots) in which the character Professor Rossum manufactures artificial men to do all the menial chores, called robota in the Czech language. Rossum’s plan backfires and armies of robots are purchased by warring nations. Eventually the robots themselves revolt and attempt to take over all of humankind.

In the 1950s and 1960s a series of movies and books portrayed the blessings but more often the horrors of intelligent machines, which took all forms. Some were Talos-like robots made of shiny metal, like Gort in The Day the Earth Stood Still (1951); others were intelligent supercomputers that threatened to take over the world in movies like Colossus: The Forbin Project (1969). In this film the supercomputer that ran the U.S. national defense systems overrode all human control. But perhaps the most famous malevolent supercomputer was HAL 9000, the sinister manager of the spaceship Discovery in 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968). HAL could learn and act independent of human input and in so doing it killed all but one crew member.






	Comments

		


	Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	

Library and Information Center Management (Library and Information Science Text Series)Libraries Unlimited, 2007

	Thirty years ago, when the first edition of this book was published, little had
	been written about the management of libraries and information centers.
	Those seeking advice, examples, and information about how to manage libraries
	were forced to search for answers in the literature of public administration
	or business management. Since...


		

iPod & iTunes For Dummies (Computer/Tech)For Dummies, 2008
Have music, movies, podcasts, contacts, and photos right in your pocket!
The iPod and iTunes have revolutionized how we enjoy music, and this bestselling guide has kept up with every twist and turn. Here's how to use the newest iPods, set up iTunes on your Mac or PC, purchase music and movies, rip CDs, organize your media library, make the most...


		

Computers as Components, Second Edition: Principles of Embedded Computing System DesignMorgan and Claypool Publishers, 2008

	This book was the first to bring essential knowledge on embedded systems technology and techniques under a single cover. This second edition has been updated to the state-of-the-art by reworking and expanding performance analysis with more examples and exercises, and coverage of electronic systems now focuses on the latest applications....





	

Stem Cells and Cancer Stem Cells, Vol. 1: Therapeutic Applications in Disease and InjurySpringer, 2011

	Difference between tissue specific stem cells and embryonic stem cells is explained. The advantages of the latter are included. The application of human pluripotent stem cells, mesenchymal stem cells, and hematopoietic stem cells in cancer therapy and tissue/organ regeneration is detailed. Role of neural cancer stem cells in brain tumors,...


		

OS X App Development with CloudKit and SwiftApress, 2016

	
		This book is your step-by-step guide to learning OS X app development using CloudKit and Swift.

	
		All the development will be done using Apple’s Swift 2 programming language. You'll see how to define data for your app and build a prototype with Sketch 3 and Keynote. Using CloudKit to store OS X application data,...



		

The Joy of Clojure: Thinking the Clojure WayManning Publications, 2011

	
		The authors of this book have taken an ambitious and aggressive approach to teaching Clojure. You know how everyone loves to say they teach using the “drinking from a fire hydrant” method? Well, at times it feels like these guys are trying to shove that fire hydrant right up... let’s just say it’s a place...
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