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In contemporary debates about democratic governance, the concept of accountability is hard to avoid. At least from a European perspective, recent innovations in political and administrative decision-making have multiplied opportunities for citizens to hold to account those who exercise governmental authority. Or so we are told. Whether busy modernizing constitutional structures or realigning public services along market-led lines, our political representatives have proclaimed a new era of open and responsive government. Accountability, in these terms, denotes enhanced processes of public oversight and answerability for decision-making involving political authority. In practice it has seen the emergence of an audit culture in which administrative efficiency and service delivery targets are paramount – where citizens become clients and public officials become managers. Nevertheless, it has not been easy to shake off the core political dimension of accountability – that decisions made in our name can be discussed and challenged.

This book is preoccupied with overcoming the tendency to think about accountability as only taking place within state borders and only featuring governmental actors. Looking above all at transboundary flows of pollution, its central claim is that processes of public answerability for harm rest most justly on treating all victims (real or potential) with equal respect. That means that both state and non-state producers of significant harm have a moral obligation effectively to consider the interests of all affected parties, whether these parties are fellow co-nationals or foreigners. In the study I employ a non-territorial notion of the ‘public’ to break away from the idea that we need only worry about the harm we cause to those immediately around us (both in space and time). Environmental responsibility – that is, accountability claims entailing claims to redress as well as answerability – should be established in open public discussions about harm and risk, where affected publics become collectively aware of harm received as being attributable to particular decisions or policies. The question of redress, of effective regulatory controls, is crucial to realizing what I label this new (non-territorial) accountability. And in the book I try and show how new accountability norms are informing the campaigning of transnational activist networks and also starting to feature in international environmental regimes. These accountability norms feed into, and are bolstered by, transnational spaces of public communication. In mapping out shared pathways of social and ecological harm, transnational publics cannot avoid thinking about alternative futures.

About the Author
 Michael Mason Mason is Lecturer in the Department of Geography and Environment, London School of Economics and author of Environmental Democracy (1999)
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Satellite Technology: Principles and ApplicationsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2007

	Offering readers a concise and yet comprehensive reference, Satellite Technology provides a unique coverage of both the principles and applications in this wide field. This book covers the technological and application aspects of satellites in one volume, ensuring not only extensive coverage of communications-related applications of...
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Game Character DevelopmentCourse Technology PTR, 2008
The game development industry is in some ways quite similar to the film industry. We create entertainment for the masses, escapism for people as they are taken into different lives, and amazing worlds of imagination and wonder. The outsider’s view of what it must be like to work in these industries is often enjoyed through rose-tinted...
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Research and Trends in Data Mining Technologies and ApplicationsIGI Global, 2007
In enterprises, a large volume of data has been collected and stored in data warehouses. Advances in data gathering, storage, and distribution have created a need for integrating data warehousing and data mining techniques. Mining data warehouses raises unique issues and requires special attention. Data warehousing and data mining are...
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Shoulder Arthroscopy: Principles and PracticeSpringer, 2014

	Shoulder Arthroscopy – Principles and Practice is a comprehensive and fully up-to-date work covering all major shoulder problems and related arthroscopic treatments. Two sections on basic science and principles of shoulder arthroscopy will provide essential information to build primary knowledge on shoulder arthroscopy issues. Shoulder...
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Test Driven Development for Embedded C (Pragmatic Programmers)Pragmatic Bookshelf, 2011

	
		TDD is a modern programming practice C developers need to know. It's a different way to program---unit tests are written in a tight feedback loop with the production code, assuring your code does what you think. You get valuable feedback every few minutes. You find mistakes before they become bugs. You get early warning of design...
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Bioinorganic CatalysisCRC Press, 1999


	Catalysis has been an extremely important area within chemistry and has been

	well described over the course of the last few decades. Biocatalysis is a more

	recent branch of catalysis in which the catalyst and the process originate from the

	biological sciences and deals with enzymes. In the previous decade, a monograph

	dealing...
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