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	Published since 1953, Advances in Virus Research covers a diverse range of in-depth reviews providing a valuable overview of the current field of virology.

	In 2004, the Institute for Scientific Information released figures showing that the series has an Impact Factor of 2.576, with a half-life of 7.1 years, placing it 11th in the highly competitive category of Virology.


	When the suggestion was made to write my biographical chapter for Advances in Virus Research, I did not realize how difficult a task this would be—where to start, what to say, and what to omit? I decided to start with my childhood and describe events in my life that inspired me to become a virologist and that were responsible for my scientific career.


	In the summer of 1914, shortly after World War I started and the Tsarist army approached the family farm located in the village of Soroki in the eastern part of Austria, my parents escaped to Vienna, the capital of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. There I was born in 1915. The farm did not move, but the borders moved many times. The family estate found itself under no less than seven different regimes: Austria, Poland, Petlura’s Ukraine, Romania, again Poland, USSR, Nazi Germany, USSR, and currently Ukrainian Republic.

	

	My father, a graduate of the Vienna Agricultural University, started Ph.D. studies in Halle/Saal, Germany in 1898 but after 1 year returned home to manage a 4000 acres estate, Kamionki Wielkie near Kolomyja, owned by my grandfather. Around 1900, the estate was sold and the smaller farm, Soroki, was purchased. My father considered himself a Pole of Jewish creed. My mother, born in Zagreb, Croatia, was an accomplished pianist and a linguist, fluent in German, English, French, Italian, and Serbo-Croatian. My siblings, Alfred, 6 years older, and Karla Bronia, 5 years older, spoke only Polish with my father and only German with my mother. I grew up into this system, not realizing that it was not usual for everyone to speak only Polish to one’s father and only German to one’s mother. I grew up bilingual and only realized this clearly when I left home and started writing letters to my parents—my thoughts were in Polish when I addressed my father, and German toward my mother, and I had to write not one, but two letters during my studies in Warsaw. I was often asked how my parents spoke to each other. They spoke German because, despite the great language skills of my mother, she could not speak Polish without an accent, and it was, unfortunately, customary in Poland to make fun of everybody who mispronounced Polish words. My mother used Polish only when she went shopping or when she spoke with people who helped at home, but never with friends or visitors.







	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: The CRC Card Book]

The CRC Card BookAddison Wesley, 1997

	Applying the object--oriented paradigm to the development of software requires individuals and teams to think and act differently than when designing procedural projects. While proponents of the object paradigm often say identifying objects is a simple and intuitive process, experienced developers know that this is not always true. The...
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Selling IT TrainingPremier Press, 2003
Selling is a skill. Selling in the ever-changing world of IT training is an art. Martin Bean is a uniquely gifted master of this art form. Now he shares his wisdom, his experience, and his insider’s perspective on the challenges and the opportunities of the IT training marketplace. Learn how you can develop the skills and strengths that will...
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Experiments in Undergraduate Mathematics: A Mathematica-Based ApproachWorld Scientific Publishing, 1996
All students need to master a variety of mathematical tools and concepts at the start of their university career. This distinctive book helps students learn these by doing. The approach is interactive, using experiments, performed in the symbolic algebra package Mathematica, to impart the fundamentals of many of the topics students encounter. A...
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Testing ASP.NET Web Applications (Wrox Programmer to Programmer)Wrox Press, 2009
A unique resource that combines all aspects of Web testing and makes it completely specific to ASP.NET

As Microsoft's key Web technology for creating dynamic, data-driven Web sites and Web applications, ASP.NET is incredibly popular. This is the first book to combine several testing topics and make them specific to ASP.NET. The author...
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Introduction to Evolutionary Algorithms (Decision Engineering)Springer, 2010

	Evolutionary algorithms are becoming increasingly attractive across various disciplines, such as operations research, computer science, industrial engineering, electrical engineering, social science and economics. Introduction to Evolutionary Algorithms presents an insightful, comprehensive, and up-to-date treatment of evolutionary algorithms....
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Excel VBA 24-Hour TrainerWrox Press, 2011

	Increase your productivity and save time and effort with Excel VBA


	This unique book-and-DVD package prepares you to get more out of Excel by using Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) to automate your routine or labor-intensive Excel tasks. Microsoft Excel MVP and author Tom Urtis walks through a series of lessons while the...
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