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Expressions are tools. Just as you use the Rotation tool and the Pen tool, you can use Expressions to control animation and composition in After Effects (AE).

Whereas you use most tools by clicking on their icons (e.g., the pointer or the pen) and clicking or dragging with the mouse, you use Expressions by typing commands on the keyboard. That’s what Expressions are: typed commands. You type these commands to tell AE what to do, and—assuming AE understands your commands—it does what you want it to do.

But you don’t always have to type to add an Expression. There are some clever click-and-drag tools that will save you time. But these tools just do the typing for you. Expressions are still typed commands.

Expressions are also like recipes—directions for baking some yummy dessert: First, mix eggs and fl our; then add sugar; then bake at 375 degrees for 20 minutes. Imagine you wrote such a recipe, and a helpful robot (wearing a chef’s hat and apron) read it, followed the directions, and baked you a cake. With Expressions, you type out the instructions, and the robot—After Effects—bakes you a cool effect.

Most Expressions command AE to bake numbers. For instance, the Expression 1 + 2 commands AE to bake the number 3. It’s as if you’ve typed, “take a yummy one and a scrumptious two, and pop them in the addition oven. ” The AE robot does so, and a few nanoseconds later, it hands you a steaming, delicious 3 on a plate. (Don’t worry; most of the Expressions you’ll use, at least when you’re starting out, won’t look like math problems.)
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Formal Syntax and Semantics of Programming Languages: A Laboratory Based ApproachAddison Wesley, 1994
This text developed out of our experiences teaching courses covering the formal semantics of programming languages. Independently we both developed laboratory exercises implementing small programming languages in Prolog following denotational definitions. Prolog proved to be an excellent tool for illustrating the formal semantics of programming...
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A Modern Introduction to Differential EquationsAcademic Press, 2009
An accessible introductory differential equations textbook for the one-semester course.     

Designed for a one-semester course, A Modern Introduction to Differential Equations presents a solid and highly accessible introduction to differential equations, developing the concepts from a dynamic systems perspective...
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Practical Ship Hydrodynamics, Second EditionButterworth-Heinemann, 2011

	Ten years after the 1st edition, it was time to update, extend and reorganize the material.

	The book still gives an introduction to modern ship hydrodynamics, which is in my

	opinion suitable for teaching at a senior undergraduate level or even at a postgraduate

	level. It is thus also suitable for engineers working in industry. The...
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Finding Your True North: A Personal GuideJossey-Bass, 2008

	Based on Bill George’s bestselling book True North, this personal guide offers leaders a comprehensive method for identifying their unique “True North.” The book offers methods for personal reflection and includes targeted exercises that help leaders hone in on the purpose of their leadership and developing their...
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Applications of Digital Signal Processing to Audio and AcousticsSpringer, 2001
With the advent of `multimedia', digital signal processing (DSP) of sound has emerged from the shadow of bandwidth limited speech processing to become a research field of its own. To date, most research in DSP applied to sound has been concentrated on speech, which is bandwidth limited to about 4 kilohertz. Speech processing is also limited by the...
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Data Wrangling with Python: Tips and Tools to Make Your Life EasierO'Reilly, 2016

	
		How do you take your data analysis skills beyond Excel to the next level? By learning just enough Python to get stuff done. This hands-on guide shows non-programmers like you how to process information that’s initially too messy or difficult to access. You don't need to know a thing about the Python programming language to...
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