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Welcome to Foundation Flex for Designers. When Adobe released Flex 1.0 in March 2004, a lot of designers and developers who were used to working in Flash viewed it with suspicion. Where was the timeline, what was MXML, and how was it useful for designers? With Flex 2, the answers to those questions became a little clearer, and more and more web developers started to pick up Flex. With the release of Flex 3, it’s clear that Flex is now the tool for rich Internet application (RIA) development. It’s easy for developers to pick up and rapidly create RIAs, and there’s now more customizability available for designers to sink their teeth into.

This book deals with the designer issues of creating RIAs in Flex Builder 3. It covers such important issues as how to control the look and feel of an application through CSS and custom skins. It also shows how you can create these skins using the familiar tools of Photoshop, Illustrator, and Flash, rather than having to struggle to learn a new interface. The book also explores using transitions and other effects to make applications more dynamic, visually interesting, and easier to navigate.

Don’t worry, though—we’re not here to blind you with science and turn you into hard-core coders. You’ll have to be familiar with a little bit of code to get the most out of Flex, but we’re here to help, and we’ll make sure that all the code is supplied for you so you can get on with the design. If, however, you want to delve a little deeper into the code, there are parts of the book where you can do just that and learn how to add complex functionality to your designs. If you want to go further still, we’ll recommend the best places to get that information.

We’re happy to have you along for this ride, and we hope you enjoy it and learn a lot from it. Flex isn’t just for programmers; it’s time for designers to take back RIAs, and show what that “R” really stands for. The Internet is not just about collecting data; it’s also about visual communication and giving people a rich user experience, and that’s what designers do best.
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Fool-Proof Marketing: 15 Winning Methods for Selling Any Product or Service in Any EconomyJohn Wiley & Sons, 2002
As I mentioned, an old saying informs us, “It’s not what happens to you; it’s how you handle it.” Nowhere is that truer than during a business crisis, slump, or downturn.

Of the 15 fool-proof business strategies presented in this book, none are more important than the personal strategies presented in Part I. The...
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Using Moodle: Teaching with the Popular Open Source Course Management SystemO'Reilly, 2007
Using Moodle is a complete, hands-on guide for instructors learning how to use Moodle, the popular course management system (CMS) that enables remote web-based learning and supplements traditional classroom learning. Updated for the latest version, this new edition explains exactly how Moodle works by offering plenty of examples,...
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Everyware: The Dawning Age of Ubiquitous ComputingNew Riders Publishing, 2006
From the RFID tags now embedded in everything from soda cans to the family pet, to smart buildings that subtly adapt to the changing flow of visitors, to gestural interfaces like the ones seen in Minority Report, computing no longer looks much like it used to. Increasingly invisible but present everywhere in our lives, it has moved off the desktop...
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Windows PowerShell Pocket Reference: Pocket ReferenceO'Reilly, 2008
This portable reference to Windows PowerShell summarizes both the command shell and scripting language, and provides a concise reference to the major tasks that make PowerShell so successful. It's an ideal on-the-job tool for Windows administrators who don't have time to plow through huge books or search online.
  
  Written by Microsoft...
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Acoustic And Radio Eev Neurtrino Detection ActivitiesWorld Scientific Publishing, 2006
The ARENA Workshop in Zeuthen was the first to combine extensively the fields of acoustic and radio detection techniques for high-energetic particle cascades from cosmic neutrino interactions. The articles in this volume comprise the latest research work which was presented by over 50 speakers from 10 countries. The wide coverage includes:...

	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Squeak: Learn Programming with Robots (Technology in Action)]

Squeak: Learn Programming with Robots (Technology in Action)Apress, 2005
The goal of this book is to explain elementary programming concepts such as loops, abstractions, composition, and conditionals to novices of all ages. It teaches the core programming concepts based on simple problems, involving the manipulation of robots or "turtles" as frequently seen in school learning environments. The ideal reader...
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