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Standards play crucial roles in many different aspects of today’s economy. They can define meanings of semantics, product interfaces, process steps, or performance levels. Interorganisational standards are specifications that define business-related semantics and processes, which are made accessible to other organisations’ information systems. While modular organisation forms such as supply chain networks demand such standards for higher flexibility, XML-based Web Services offer a relatively new technological platform to develop such standards. The development of comprehensive interorganisational standards, however, is far from being completed. This book thus answers the questions, how interorganisational standards are developed and how different actors should get involved in it. The author uses actor-network theory to conduct two in-depth case studies on ebXML and RosettaNet. While researchers will find new explanations for the development of interorganisational standards, managers and executives will benefit from the strategic implications this book discusses.

The goal of interorganisational standards is easily explained: if interfaces between organisations are standardised, then organisations can be plugged together to form complex value chains just as children assemble Lego blocks to form impressive toys. Moreover, newly plugged-in organisations can give value chains new shapes and can easily come apart again if external forces so dictate.2 Without standards, the same models might also be possible, but they would be much more expensive and it would take much longer to couple the different modules to form a working whole. Consequently, some authors call the vision of broadly adopted interorganisational standards a ‘plug & play economy’.

Indeed, companies are very interested in this idea, as it enables high adaptability to changing market demands, while keeping costs low. One example is Exel, a large logistics provider which globally ships products between tens of thousands of firms. As the customers of Exel have to send products to often changing business partners, Excel also permanently has to deal with new customers. The existence of different procedures in almost every company is the main reason Exel is very much interested in standardising processes with its customers. It would result in much lower costs of coupling with new customers, while greatly improving the accuracy of Exel’s logistics services. Exel thus participates in the RosettaNet initiative, which develops interorganisational standards for the electronics industry.
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Whiskey and Spirits For DummiesFor Dummies, 2007


	For thousands of years man and womankind celebrated major

	events — religious and secular — by having a taste or even

	two of a fermented beverage that contained alcohol. Things got

	even tastier around 800 CE — the height of development of the

	Moorish culture. That’s when a brilliant alchemist in the...
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Microsoft Encyclopedia of Networking (with CD-ROM)Microsoft Press, 2000
Welcome to the Microsoft Encyclopedia of Networking, a survey of computer  networking concepts, technologies, and services. This work is intended to be a  comprehensive, accurate, and timely resource for students, system engineers,  network administrators, IT implementers, and computing professionals from all  walks of life. Before I outline its...
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C++ For Game Programmers (Game Development Series)Charles River, 2003
C++ is the primary language used in game development; however, game programming has a unique set of challenges, which general application development techniques and recommendations don't apply to. Written to address this issue, C++ for Game Programmers provides practical suggestions for what C++ features to use in game development and why. Many of...
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Personality Disorder: Temperament or Trauma? An Account of an Emancipatory Research Study Carried Out by Service Users Diagnosed with Perso (Forensic Focus)Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 2002

	Personality Disorder (PD) is one of the most difficult psychological conditions to classify and treat and in the past literature on the subject has tended to neglect the invaluable viewpoint of sufferers themselves. Drawing on extensive research carried out in conjunction with service users, Heather Castillo seeks to adjust this imbalance and...
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Using SAS in Financial ResearchSAS Institute, 2002
Researchers, graduate students, and practitioners in the financial market now have the first reference-style handbook detailing the mechanics of statistical testing on financial and accounting data. This one-of-a-kind book illustrates how to use SAS software to conduct basic empirical analyses of stock market and financial statement data. It covers...
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The Network Security Test Lab: A Step-by-Step GuideJohn Wiley & Sons, 2015

	The ultimate hands-on guide to IT security and proactivedefense


	The Network Security Test Lab is a hands-on, step-by-stepguide to ultimate IT security implementation. Covering the fullcomplement of malware, viruses, and other attack technologies, thisessential guide walks you through the security assessment...
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