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	Due to the fast growth of the Web and the difficulties in finding desired information, efficient and effective information retrieval systems have become more important than ever, and the search engine has become an essential tool for many people.


	The ranker, a central component in every search engine, is responsible for the matching between processed queries and indexed documents. Because of its central role, great attention has been paid to the research and development of ranking technologies. In addition, ranking is also pivotal for many other information retrieval applications, such as collaborative filtering, definition ranking, question answering, multimedia retrieval, text summarization, and online advertisement. Leveraging machine learning technologies in the ranking process has led to innovative and more effective ranking models, and eventually to a completely new research area called “learning to rank”.


	Liu first gives a comprehensive review of the major approaches to learning to rank. For each approach he presents the basic framework, with example algorithms, and he discusses its advantages and disadvantages. He continues with some recent advances in learning to rank that cannot be simply categorized into the three major approaches – these include relational ranking, query-dependent ranking, transfer ranking, and semisupervised ranking. His presentation is completed by several examples that apply these technologies to solve real information retrieval problems, and by theoretical discussions on guarantees for ranking performance.


	This book is written for researchers and graduate students in both information retrieval and machine learning. They will find here the only comprehensive description of the state of the art in a field that has driven the recent advances in search engine development.
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Linux Debugging and Performance Tuning : Tips and TechniquesPrentice Hall, 2005
This is the definitive guide to Linux software debugging and  performance optimization at both the kernel and application levels. Using  extensive Linux code examples, Steve Best systematically introduces open source  tools and best-practice techniques for delivering bug-free, well-tuned code.

Drawing on...
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Handbook of Optical Metrology: Principles and ApplicationsCRC Press, 2009
The field of optical metrology offers a wealth of both practical and theoretical accomplishments, and can cite any number of academic papers recording such. However, while several books covering specific areas of optical metrology do exist, until the pages herein were researched, written, and compiled, the field lacked for a comprehensive...
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Wikis: The Educator's Power ToolLinworth Publishing, 2010

	Wikis can be one of the most effective learning tools for today's teachers—if they're used correctly and appropriately. In many cases, educators have not been using this powerful Web 2.0-based tool to its complete potential. In today's demanding, fast-paced education environment, educators need to take full advantage of the...
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Library World Records, second editionMcFarland, 2008
"This fascinating second edition of Library World Records...celebrates all aspects of library life, and lists the various world records in an orderly index that only a librarian could create...more than simply a comprehensive list of records: it is woven together with a strong and poignant sense of library history." --London...
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Focal Easy Guide to After Effects: For new users and professionals (The Focal Easy Guide)Focal Press, 2005

	If you want to become a resourceful creative artist then look no further! This quick reference to After Effects will show you how to open, install and get up-and-running to a professional level with Adobe's motion graphics and visual effects software package.
	
	Curtis Sponsler guides you through some of the common stumbling blocks that...


	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Introducing Maya 6: 3D for Beginners]

Introducing Maya 6: 3D for BeginnersSybex, 2004
"If you're just beginning to dive into the world of 3D, this is the book for you."
    --Animation Magazine    

    Alias' Academy Award winning Maya 3D animation and effects software leads the industry in technological innovation. Film and video artists, computer game developers,...
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