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Microsoft's server-oriented Windows operating systems have grown by leaps and bounds in their capabilities, complexities, and sheer number of features since the release of Windows NT Server in the early 1990's. With each release, system administrators have found themselves grappling with new concepts, from domains, directory services, and virtual private networks, to client quarantining, disk quota and universal groups. Just when you've mastered one set of changes, another comes along and suddenly you're scrambling once again to get up to speed. A vicious cycle is this IT buiness.

One source of help for the beleaguered administrator has always been the technical book market and its communities of authors, publishers and user groups. Major releases of popular operating systems have always been accompanied by the publication of books written to support them, often encouraged by the software manufacturers. Some tout themselves as complete guides to their software compadres, while others approach their subject gingerly, as though their readers were a questionable intellectual capacity. But over the years, many of these books have become as complex and accumulated as much detritus as the operating systems they explain. You now see on the shelves of your friendly local bookstores 1,200-plus-page monstrosities that you might find useful, but only if you enjoy dealing with 30 pounds of paper in your lap or on your desk, and only if you find it productive to wade through references to "how things worked" four versions of Windows NT ago. After all, there's a limit to how many times you can revise something before it's best to simply start from scratch. Do you need all of that obsolete information to do your job efficiently?

I'm wagering that you don't (my luck in Las Vegas notwithstanding), and it was in that spirit that I set out to write Learning Windows Server 2003. I wanted to trim down the content of this volume so that I included just enough theory on a subject for you to understand how different features and systems work in this version of Windows. I wanted you to come away from reading sections with a firm understanding of what's happening under the hood of the system, but without the sense that you're taking a graduate course in OS theory. Most of all, I wanted this book to be a practical guide that helps you get your work done"here's how it works, here's how to do it."

The result of that effort is the book you're either holding in your hands right now or reading online: a book with a more compact presentation, a lower price, and a tighter focus on tasks than other books on the market. I hope it meets your expectations, and I hope you turn to it again and again when you need to understand the massive product that is Windows Server 2003.
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Anna Seward and the End of the Eighteenth CenturyThe Johns Hopkins University, 2011

	Anna Seward and her career defy easy placement into the traditional periods of British literature. Raised to emulate the great poets John Milton and Alexander Pope, maturing in the Age of Sensibility, and publishing during the early Romantic era, Seward exemplifies the eighteenth-century transition from classical to Romantic. Claudia Thomas...
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Beginning C# 2005 Databases: From Novice to ProfessionalApress, 2006

	Beginning C# 2005 Databases: From Novice to Professional teaches you everything you need to know about relational databases, the SQL database language, and ADO.NET 2.0. You'll also get a sound start in developing console, Windows Forms, ASP.NET, and even XML database applications.


	This book also teaches you database...
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ActionScript 3.0 BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	Hello! Welcome to the Second Edition of ActionScript 3.0 Bible. This book aims to be a comprehensive resource on all things ActionScript 3.0. You can use it as an instructional textbook, as a reference book, or both. The Bible introduces concepts used in ActionScript 3.0 with both background information and real-world examples to enrich your...
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Perception and Illusion: Historical Perspectives (Library of the History of Psychology Theories)Springer, 2004
The phenomena most intimately involved with vision were those of
light. Indeed, the distinction between light and sight was not seriously
entertained until Kepler described the optical properties of the eye, early
in the seventeenth century. Before Kepler, vision was essential to optics,
and disorders of vision provided...
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Expert Cube Development with Microsoft SQL Server 2008 Analysis ServicesPackt Publishing, 2009
Microsoft SQL Server Analysis Services ("Analysis Services" from here on) is now ten years old, a mature product proven in thousands of enterprise-level deployments around the world. Starting from a point where few people knew it existed and where those that did were often suspicious of it, it has grown to be the most widely deployed OLAP...
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Professional Mobile Application DevelopmentWrox Press, 2012

	IN RECENT YEARS, MOBILE DEVICES have gained popularity due to lower costs, small and sleek sizes, and the capability to act as a computer with you at all times. The increased use of mobile devices has created new issues for developers and network administrators, such as how to secure the devices, how to deal with increases in bandwidth, and...
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