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This book is the “verbatim” transcription of the introductory lectures on quantum mechanics that I delivered for more than 25 years at the ´Ecole Polytechnique. It is not a textbook. I was dragged into writing it by friends, among whom are many former students of mine. For sure, this text is obviously less complete than a textbook.

The argument that eventually convinced me to write this book is that the textbooks I had written on the subject, both in French and in English, were terribly deprived of life, action, thoughts, and the questioning that I always liked to put in my narrative account of the ideas and applications of the subject. The human aspect of the experimental investigations and of the ensuing discovery of basic principles made the lectures lively (besides the fact that the mind needs to rest a few minutes following a difficult argument). I always thought that teaching science is incomplete if it does not incorporate the human dimension, be it of the lecturer, of the audience, or of the topic to which it is devoted.

What is true is that the students at the ´Ecole Polytechnique, who were all selected after a stiff entrance examination, and whose ambitions in life were diverse – in science, in industry, in business, in high public office – all had to follow this introductory physics course. As a consequence, the challenge was to try to get them interested in the field whatever their future goals were. Of course, quantum mechanics is an ideal subject because one can be interested in it for a variety of reasons, such as the physics itself, the mathematical structure of the theory, its technological spinoffs, as well as its philosophical or cultural aspects. So the task was basically to think about the pedagogical aspects, in order to satisfy audiences that went up to 500 students during the last 10 years.






	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Numerical Methods in Engineering with Python]

Numerical Methods in Engineering with PythonCambridge University Press, 2010

	Numerical Methods in Engineering with Python, 2nd Edition is a text for engineering students and a reference for practicing engineers, especially those who wish to explore Python. This new edition features 18 additional exercises and the addition of rational function interpolation. Brent's method of root finding was replaced by...
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The Design of Sites: Patterns, Principles, and Processes for Crafting a Customer-Centered Web ExperienceAddison Wesley, 2002
"Just following the authors' suggestions would put your site in the top few percent for readability and usability."-Jef Raskin, creator of the Macintosh computer and author of The Humane Interface

Creating a Web site is easy. Creating a well-crafted Web site that provides a winning experience for...
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Aqa Business for Gcse: Applied OptionsHodder Education, 2010

	This book provides information, exercises and materials to cover the learning required for the new AQA GCSE Applied Business (Double Award).


	The new GCSE qualification has several routes, but all begin with ‘Setting Up a Business’. This unit is an introduction to setting up and running a business and looks at the...
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Network DictionaryJavvin Technologies, 2007
Networking, Internet, telecom, wireless, computer, hardware and software  multiple dictionaries in one. A ""Must have"" reference for IT/Networking professionals and students!     

       About the Author

Javvin Technologies Inc., based at the Silicon Valley of California USA, is leading...
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Staging Ageing: Theatre, Performance and the Narrative of DeclineIntellect, 2014

	How can plays and performances, past and present, inform our understanding of ageing? Drawing primarily on the Western dramatic canon, on contemporary British theater, on popular culture, and on paratheatrical practices, Staging Ageing investigates theatrical engagement with ageing from the Greek chorus to Reminiscence Theater. It...
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Paranoia: The 21st Century FearOxford University Press, 2008
"An absorbing, entertaining, and illuminating examination of one of the defining topics of our time."--Professor Aaron T. Beck, University of Philadelphia and President of the Beck Institute for Cognitive Therapy, USA
    
Terrorists, child abductors, muggers, delinquent teenagers, malicious colleagues . . . Who wouldnt be...





	





©2021 LearnIT (support@pdfchm.net) - Privacy Policy
