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Maya is not only one of the most powerful 3D software packages available, it’s one of the most complicated. The possibilities are as limitless as the paths to get to them. This maze of tools can be very difficult to traverse for those looking to begin “high-end 3D” work. I think your guides, Tom and Shin, will make this journey much easier.

I met Tom when he was my student. I was still with Industrial Light & Magic, and Tom was just beginning his 3D work. Along with a handful of other students, we began to work on projects that required us to approach the work not from a student or teacher perspective, but as a production artist. While this may seem like a subtle difference, production is a completely different world. The saying, “The map is not the territory” perfectly describes the 3D market. So many things seem to make sense in theory and work in isolated cases, but they quickly fall apart under the weight of the “Real World.”

When thinking about graphics, production, or life in general, this is one of the most important things to remember. We often think of learning as a set of skills, a collection of “tricks up our sleeve.” Many classes and books provide many of these tidbits. But this rarely leads us to a profound understanding of our art that truly provides a foundation for inspiring work. Small problems become days of frustration or failure. We follow what we are “supposed” to do for weeks when the most effective, and often unconventional, solution is only days away.

The key is to understand the underlying principles of the process. With these principles in mind, one has the agility to handle the issue at hand with a solid footing and clear vision. Through true understanding of the art in which we are immersed, we can have a bird’s-eye view of the process to help us make intelligent and grounded decisions.






	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Reaction-Diffusion Automata: Phenomenology, Localisations, Computation (Emergence, Complexity and Computation)]

Reaction-Diffusion Automata: Phenomenology, Localisations, Computation (Emergence, Complexity and Computation)Springer, 2012

	Reaction-diffusion and excitable media are amongst most intriguing substrates. Despite apparent simplicity of the physical processes involved the media exhibit a wide range of amazing patterns: from target and spiral waves to travelling localisations and stationary breathing patterns. These media are at the heart of most natural processes,...
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Indispensable By Monday: Learn the Profit-Producing Behaviors that will Help Your Company and YourselfJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	Separates fact from fiction for what makes an employee indispensable


	When trying to move ahead or even just keep a job, there are actions that would be of great advantage to any employee and there are strategies that are just plain stupid. Interestingly enough, the stupid strategies are used twice as frequently in corporate...
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Macrolide Antibiotics, Second Edition: Chemistry, Biology, and PracticeAcademic Press, 2002

	Macrolide Antibiotics: Chemistry, Biochemistry, and Practice, Second Edition explores the discovery of new macrolide antibiotics, their function, and their clinical use in diseases such as cancer, AIDS, cystic fibrosis and pneumonia. This book discusses the creation of synthetic macrolides and the mechanisms of antibiotic activity. The...
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Perspectives on Early Islamic Mysticism: The World of al-?ak?m al-Tirmidh? and his Contemporaries (Routledge Sufi Series)Routledge, 2019

	
		This monograph explores the original literary produce of Muslim mystics during the eighth–tenth centuries, with special attention to ninth-century mystics, such as al-Tustar?, al-Mu??sib?, al-Kharr?z, al-Junayd and, in particular, al-?ak?m al-Tirmidh?. Unlike other studies dealing with the so-called ‘Formative...
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Engineering Innovative Products: A Practical ExperienceJohn Wiley & Sons, 2014

	"The book provides vital insights into commercial development for engineering students in a highly practical and applied manner. Over the past 3 years, application of the book’s material has allowed the students to develop their commercial literacy and ambition in the University."

	—Steve Orr, Director,...
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Combustion Processes in Propulsion: Control, Noise, and Pulse DetonationButterworth-Heinemann, 2005
"This collection represents the current state-of-the-art in combustion research for air-breathing chemical propulsion. Nearly an equal mix of computational and experimental results are presented from the major players in Pulse Detonation Engines research, providing the reader with a thorough overview of the contemporary technical issues...
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