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		In this age of intense political conflict, we sense objective fact is growing less important. Experts are attacked as partisan, statistics and scientific findings are decried as propaganda, and public debate devolves into personal assaults. How did we get here, and what can we do about it?

	
		In this sweeping and provocative work, political economist William Davies draws on a four-hundred-year history of ideas to reframe our understanding of the contemporary world. He argues that global trends decades and even centuries in the making have reduced a world of logic and fact into one driven by emotions?particularly fear and anxiety. This has ushered in an age of “nervous states,” both in our individual bodies and our body politic.

	
		Eloquently tracing the history of accounting, statistics, science, and human anatomy from the Enlightenment to the present, Davies shows how we invented expertise in the seventeenth century to calm the violent disputes?over God and the nature of reality?that ravaged Europe. By separating truth from emotion, scientific, testable facts paved a way out of constant warfare and established a basis for consensus, which became the bedrock of modern politics, business, and democracy.

	
		Informed by research on psychology and economics, Davies reveals how widespread feelings of fear, vulnerability, physical and psychological pain, and growing inequality reshaped our politics, upending these centuries-old ideals of how we understand the world and organize society. Yet Davies suggests that the rise of emotion may open new possibilities for confronting humanity’s greatest challenges. Ambitious and compelling, Nervous States is a perceptive and enduring account of our turbulent times.









	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Why Teams Win: 9 Keys to Success In Business, Sport and Beyond]

Why Teams Win: 9 Keys to Success In Business, Sport and BeyondJossey-Bass, 2009

	A top sports psychologist reveals the nine keys to winning, in sports or business Success in business is often based on the quality of the teams within the business. Even personal success is often based on a person's ability to work well with others. In Why Teams Win, top sports psychologist Saul Miller reveals the nine key factors that...
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Linux Assembly Language Programming (Prentice Hall Open Source Technology)Prentice Hall, 2000
The first Linux-centered guide to x86 assembly language!
 In Linux Assembly Language Programming, Bob Neveln explains all the key features of x86 assembly language in the context of the Linux operating system and the C language. The book's step-by-step, one-concept-at-a-time coverage will help any hardware programmer move to Linux, and master...
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Office 2007 BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2007
The leading Microsoft Office application experts together in one book!
   Here's the best of the best on Office 2007   

   Microsoft designed Office 2007 to be used as a package. We designed this Bible as a package that combines the best from the Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, and Access Bibles with...
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tmux TasterApress, 2014

	tmux Taster is your short, concise volume to learn about tmux, the terminal multiplexer that allows you to multiplex several virtual consoles. With tmux you can access multiple separate terminal sessions inside a single terminal window or remote terminal session, and do so much more.


	Through the seven to-the-point...
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Spaces, Spatiality and Technology (Computer Supported Cooperative Work)Springer, 2005
What are the concerns of those who investigate spatiality across domains and across media? What is significant in these concerns - particularly for the design and evaluation of technology? How are these concerns represented? Can discourse from one domain inform work in another?
These are some of the questions addressed in this volume. It is...
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Diffraction, Fourier Optics and Imaging (Wiley Series in Pure and Applied Optics)John Wiley & Sons, 2006
Learn Fourier and diffractive optics through examples and computer simulation
    This book presents current theories of diffraction, imaging, and related topics based on Fourier analysis and synthesis techniques, which are essential for understanding, analyzing, and synthesizing modern imaging, optical communications and...
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