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This book is all about a computer programming language called AgentSpeak, and a particular implementation of AgentSpeak called Jason. The AgentSpeak language is intended for developing multi-agent systems. Before we start to investigate how to program with AgentSpeak, it seems appropriate to try to understand in more detail what multi-agent systems are, and some of the ideas that underpin the language.

To better understand what we mean by the terms ‘agent’ and ‘multi-agent systems’, let us consider how agents relate to other types of software. Start by considering functional programs, which are possibly the simplest type of software from the point of view of software development and software engineering. A functional program takes some input, chews over this input, and then on the basis of this, produces some output and halts. A compiler is an example of such a program: the input is some source code (e.g. a .java file), and the output is bytecode (.class files), object code or machine code. When we learn how to program, the types of program we typically construct are of this type: the sorts of exercises we set to programmers in an introductory Java class are things like ‘read a list of numbers and print the average’. Functional programs are so called because, mathematically, we can think of them as functions f : I → O from some domain I of possible inputs (source code programs, in our ‘compiler’ example) to some range O of possible outputs (bytecode, object code, etc).We have a range of well-established techniques for developing such programs; the point is that, from the standpoint of software development, they are typically straightforward to engineer.
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Microsoft  Office Excel  2007 Step by StepMicrosoft Press, 2007
Excel provides an easy-to-use, powerful spreadsheet environment that helps you handle calculations and data more effectively. With Microsoft Office Excel 2007 Step by Step, youll learn all the ins and outs of working with Excel features, including the exciting new interface for this latest version of Office. This information-packed guide provides...
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Appcelerator Titanium Smartphone App Development CookbookPackt Publishing, 2011

	Over 80 recipes for creating native mobile applications specifically for iPhone and Android smartphones – no Objective-C or Java required with this book and ebook


	Overview

	
		Leverage your JavaScript skills to write mobile applications using Titanium Studio tools with the native advantage!
	...
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Vascular Surgery (European Manual of Medicine)Springer, 2006

	This practical guide is devoted to vascular diseases as dealt with by vascular surgeons. It is written with the collaboration of other specialists attending to vascular diseases. The book provides a concise overview of the current level and standards of care of vascular diseases in the European Union, and fills the need of vascular...
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RapidMiner: Data Mining Use Cases and Business Analytics ApplicationsCRC Press, 2013

	Powerful, Flexible Tools for a Data-Driven World

	As the data deluge continues in today’s world, the need to master data mining, predictive analytics, and business analytics has never been greater. These techniques and tools provide unprecedented insights into data, enabling better decision making and forecasting, and...
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Digital Control in Power Electronics (Synthesis Lectures on Power Electronics)Morgan and Claypool Publishers, 2006

	This book presents the reader, whether an electrical engineering student in power electronics or a design engineer, some typical power converter control problems and their basic digital solutions, based on the most widespread digital control techniques. The presentation is focused on different applications of the same power converter...
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Sams Teach Yourself Office Productivity All in OneSams Publishing, 2003
Find all the answers to a Microsoft Office user's questions in one big, easy-to-use book. Sams Teach Yourself Office Productivity All in One is designed to teach the new computer user how to get the most out of an Office productivity suite. It does not assume the reader wants to learn how to use just one product,...
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