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The goal when reading an external data file is to create a SAS data set or data view that SAS can process to produce meaningful reports and analyses.This book presents examples of reading external data files and instream data that you can adapt to read your own data.This chapter presents the concepts of reading these data sources with SAS.

Collectively, unprocessed data stored in an external data file or included as part of the job stream are termed raw data.DATA steps read raw data and create SAS data sets and views from the raw data. With the features of the INFILE and INPUT SAS language statements, you describe to SAS the structure of your raw data.You can also specify attributes of an external data file in the FILENAME statement.

As considered in this book, external files contain unprocessed data not stored in a SAS data set.These files can transfer information between software applications and the structures of these files can vary. External files are managed by your operating system, not by SAS. Depending on your operating system, you may refer to your external files as flat files, text files, sequential files,DAT files, or ASCII files.

There is an endless variety of ways in which to store raw data. For example, an external file from a clinical study could contain one data line for one patient for one set of lab tests.Another way of representing the same information is to write a series of data lines for one patient: the first data line contains the patient identifiers and is followed by several data lines, each data line containing the patient's results from a lab test. A third way to create this clinical study file is to place information for multiple patients in each data line.A patient identifier is followed by the lab test results.The information for the next patient continues on the same data line.
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Home Networking Technologies and Standards (Artech House Telecommunications Library)Artech House Publishers, 2003
Covering the vast majority of current and emerging home networking technologies, standards, and trends, this practical resource offers a comprehensive understanding of this developing area. Home Networking Technologies and Standards presents an “end-to-end reference architecture,” in which the main residential services are...
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ASP .NET Kick StartSams Publishing, 2002
This is an introductory book on creating ASP.NET Web applications using Microsoft Visual Studio .NET. The focus of this book is the Visual Studio .NET development environment. You will learn how to take full advantage of the features of the Visual Studio .NET development environment to quickly develop professional Web...
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Objective-C Pocket ReferenceO'Reilly, 2002
Objective-C is an exciting and dynamic approach to C-based object-oriented programming; it's the approach adopted by Apple as the foundation for programming under Mac OS X, a Unix-based operating system gaining wide acceptance among programmers and other technologists. Objective-C is easy to learn and has a simple elegance that is a welcome breath...
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How to Succeed in Business Using LinkedIn: Making Connections and Capturing Opportunities on the World's #1 Business Networking SiteAMACOM, 2008

	You may have heard about social networking sites on the Web. If you view a list of social
	networking Web sites (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_social_networking_
	websites) on Wikipedia, a popular reference site, you will see links to more than 100
	networking sites, available from around the world and catering to every taste. The...
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Advances in Electronic MarketingIdea Group Publishing, 2005
There are many challenges facing organizations today as they incorporate electronic marketing methods into their strategy. Advances in Electronic Marketing examines these challenges within three major themes: the global environment, the strategic/technological realm, and the buyer behavior of online consumers. Each chapter raises important issues,...
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Guide to Information Sources in Mathematics and Statistics (Reference Sources in Science and Technology)Libraries Unlimited, 2004
This book was conceived as a reference for librarians, mathematicians, and statisticians involved in college- and research-level mathematics and statistics in the twenty-first century. Now in a time of transition in scholarly communications in mathematics, practices that have changed little for a hundred years are giving way to new modes of...
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