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This is the story of an extraordinary effort by the U.S. Department of Defense to hasten the advent of "machines that think." From 1983 to 1993, the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) spent an extra $1 billion on computer research aimed at achieving artificial intelligence. The Strategic Computing Initiative (SCI) was conceived as an integrated plan to promote computer chip design and manufacture, computer architecture, and artificial intelligence software. What distinguished SCI from other large-scale technology programs was that it self-consciously set out to advance an entire research front. The SCI succeeded in fostering significant technological successes, even though it never achieved machine intelligence. The goal provided a powerful organizing principle for a suite of related research programs, but it did not solve the problem of coordinating these programs. In retrospect, it is hard to see how it could have.
 
 In Strategic Computing, Alex Roland and Philip Shiman uncover the roles played in the SCI by technology, individuals, and social and political forces. They explore DARPA culture, especially the information processing culture within the agency, and they evaluate the SCI’s accomplishments and set them in the context of overall computer development during this period. Their book is an important contribution to our understanding of the complex sources of contemporary computing.     

       Authors uncover the roles played in the SCI by technology, individuals, and social and political forces. They explore DARPA culture, especially the information processing culture within the agency, and they evaluate the SCI's accomplishments and set them in the context of overall computer development during the period of 1983-1993.       

       About the Author

Alex Roland is Professor of History at Duke University.  Philip Shiman is a member of the Defense Acquisition History Project, a government-sponsored team researching defense acquisition from 1945 to the present.
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Pragmatic Guide to JavaScript (Pragmatic Guides)Pragmatic Bookshelf, 2010

	
		The JavaScript ecosystem can be tough to hack through, even for experienced programmers. There are so many extensive JavaScript reference books and competing libraries to choose from-Prototype, jQuery, MooTools, YUI, Dojo, ExtJS, and so on.

		

		Christophe Porteneuve is here to help: he gives you fundamentals, the most...
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Pheochromocytoma: Diagnosis, Localization, and TreatmentJohn Wiley & Sons, 2007

	Pheochromocytomas are rare but treacherous catecholamine-producing tumors, which if missed or not properly treated, will almost invariably prove fatal. Prompt diagnosis is, therefore, essential for effective treatment, usually by surgical resection. The manifestations are diverse and the tumor can mimic a variety of conditions, often...
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OpenCms 7 DevelopmentPackt Publishing, 2008
OpenCms can be used by Java developers to create sophisticated add-ons and customizations that extend the power of OpenCms in virtually unlimited directions.

Starting by showing how to set up a development environment for OpenCms work, this book moves you through various tasks of increasing complexity. Some of the common tasks covered...
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Artificial Intelligence: Structures and Strategies for Complex Problem Solving (6th Edition)Addison Wesley, 2008

	was very pleased to be asked to produce the sixth edition of my artificial intelligence
	book. It is a compliment to the earlier editions, started over twenty years ago, that our
	approach to AI has been so highly valued. It is also exciting that, as new development in
	the field emerges, we are able to present much of it in each new...
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Learning Shell Scripting with ZshPackt Publishing, 2014

	Your one-stop guide to reading, writing, and debugging simple and complex Z shell scripts


	Overview

	
		A step-by-step guide that will show you how to use Zsh and its repertoire of powerful features to improve the efficiency of your daily tasks
	
		Learn how to configure and use Zsh
	...
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An Introduction to the Mathematics of Finance, Second Edition: A Deterministic ApproachButterworth-Heinemann, 2013

	An Introduction to the Mathematics of Finance: A Deterministic Approach, 2e, offers a highly illustrated introduction to mathematical finance, with a special emphasis on interest rates. This revision of the McCutcheon-Scott classic follows the core subjects covered by the first professional exam required of UK actuaries,...
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