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The Greatest Comets of History is unique. There are a few books on comets that make passing reference to some of the famous and spectacular objects of earlier years, and a few descriptive catalogues are available, but little detailed descriptive information is contained in either of these sources. This book fills the vacant niche that exists between general books, academic (and often cryptic) catalogues, and huge detailed catalogues such as Kronk’s Cometography. The Greatest Comets of History is a detailed descriptive account – in non-technical language – of what are deemed to have been the most spectacular and notable comets ever recorded, beginning with ‘Aristotle’s Comet’ of 372 BC and ending with McNaught’s Comet of 2007. Halley’s Comet is given a separate chapter and there is an introductory chapter on comets in general, explaining in lay terms what they are and correcting a few popular misconceptions. This is not only a fascinating read for astronomers at every level, but in pulling together a vast amount of information previously available only in disparate academic sources it is a major contribution to the literature.     

About the Author

David Seargent is a former lecturer in Philosophy with the Department of Community Programs at the University of Newcastle in Australia and is now a full-time writer. He is the author of the very popular Comets: Vagabonds of Space (Doubleday), formerly a contributing editor on comets to Sky & Space magazine, and currently author of the regular comet column for Australian Sky & Telescope (the southern hemisphere edition). He was co-author with Joseph Marcus, of a paper published in 1986 entitled "Dust forward scatter brightness enhancement in previous apparitions of Halley’s comet" (Proceedings, 20th. ESLAB Symposium on the Exploration of Halley’s Comet, Vol. 3, B. Battrick, E. J. Rolfe and R. Reinhard, eds. ESA SP-250. European Space Agency Publications). He was also the Australian co-ordinator for visual observations during the International Halley Watch, 1985-6.
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Learning PHP & MySQL: Step-by-Step Guide to Creating Database-Driven Web SitesO'Reilly, 2007
PHP and MySQL are quickly becoming the de facto standard for rapid development of dynamic, database-driven web sites. This book is perfect for newcomers to programming as well as hobbyists who are intimidated by harder-to-follow books. With concepts explained in plain English, the new edition starts with the basics of the PHP language, and explains...
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Secrets of Recording: Professional Tips, Tools & Techniques (The Mastering Music Series)Focal Press, 2009
Packed with studio tips and professional tricks and more than 200 illustrations, Secrets of Recording by Lorne Bregitzer makes it easier than ever to create pro-quality music at home. This book is the only reference you will ever need to start producing and engineering your music, or other artists' music, in your own home studio. Covering less than...
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Real-Time Video Compression (The International Series in Engineering and Computer Science)Springer, 1996
Real-Time Video Compression: Techniques and Algorithms  introduces the XYZ video compression technique, which operates in  three dimensions, eliminating the overhead of motion estimation.  First, video compression standards, MPEG and H.261/H.263, are  described. They both use asymmetric compression algorithms, based on  motion estimation. Their...
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Introduction to Geometric ComputingSpringer, 2008
Although geometry has been a flourishing discipline for millennia, most of it has seen either no practical applications or only esoteric ones. Computing is quickly making much of geometry intriguing not only for philosophers and mathematicians, but also for scientists and engineers. What is the core set of topics that a practitioner needs to study...

	[image: ]	[image: ][image: Recent Advances in Design and Decision Support Systems in Architecture and Urban Planning]

Recent Advances in Design and Decision Support Systems in Architecture and Urban PlanningSpringer, 2004
The International conference on Design & Decision Support Systems in Architecture and Urban Planning is organised bi-annually by the Eindhoven University of Technology. This volume contains a selection of papers from the seventh conference that was held at De Ruwenberg Castle in Sint-Michiels Gestel, The Netherlands, from 2 to 5 July, 2004....
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Digital Signal Processing Using MATLABCengage Learning, 2011

	From the beginning of the 1980s we have witnessed a revolution in

	computer technology and an explosion in user-friendly applications. This

	revolution is still continuing today with low-cost personal computer

	systems that rival the performance of expensive workstations. This technological

	prowess should be brought to bear on the...
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