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SGML and markup languages can make your life easier. In this chapter, you learn:

	Why markup languages are so popular
	What SGML has to do with ISO and CALS
	How SGML makes information transportable
	How SGML protects your formatting and structure
	How SGML is already gaining popularity on the Internet
	What the future holds for SGML


Why Markup Languages Are So Popular

Markup languages, such as SGML and HTML, have changed the nature of information. Thanks to them, you can transport information across the planet and through all kinds of computer platforms and hosts. Your documents always retain their original structure and format.

Presenting information no longer requires a specific machine. It does not matter whether you are writing on a UNIX box, a Macintosh, an IBM mainframe, or a PC. Markup languages_SGML in particular_make your treatise infinitely transportable without changing its original appearance. You can write a zoological treatise, a movie review complete with video and sound clips, or a multimedia presentation, and transport it without losing its structure, content, or format.

SGML also makes your documents modular, interchangeable, and flexible. Hypertext takes advantage of this sort of flexible presentation of information. For example, if you click highlighted text in a help file on your PC, your computer display automatically jumps to information related to that text. For that event to happen, someone had to mark up or encode the related information. SGML provides the greatest flexibility possible for this sort of information interchangeability.
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eBay Business All-in-OneFor Dummies (Business & Personal Finance)For Dummies, 2009
Want to become an eBay entrepreneur? Nobody knows more about starting an eBay business than Marsha Collier, and she’s put it all in 1-2-3 order for you in eBay Business All-in-One For Dummies, 2nd Edition.
    This all-in-one guide includes nine handy minibooks that cover:      

	eBay Basics      

...
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Robot Vision: Strategies, Algorithms and Motion PlanningNova Press, 2009

	The field of robot vision guidance is developing rapidly. The benefits of sophisticated vision technology include savings, improved quality, reliability, safety and productivity. Robot vision is used for part identification and navigation. Vision applications generally deal with finding a part and orienting it for robotic handling or...
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Surround Sound, Second Edition: Up and runningFocal Press, 2007
Recorded multichannel sound has a history that dates back to the 1930s, but in the intervening years up to the present it became prominent, died out, became prominent again, and died out again, in a cycle that’s had at least four peaks and dips. In fact, I give a talk called “The History and Future of Surround Sound” with a...
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Chiral Amine Synthesis: Methods, Developments and ApplicationsJohn Wiley & Sons, 2010

	Chiral amines are powerful pharmacophores for defining new pharmaceutical drugs (Figure P.1) due to their high density of structural information and inherent ability for hydrogen bonding, yet their synthesis remains a challenge. That challenge is further appreciated when framed in the context of the following goal: the introduction of...
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Microprocessor Design: A Practical Guide from Design Planning to Manufacturing (Professional Engineering)McGraw-Hill, 2006

	
		Publisher's Note: Products purchased from Third Party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entitlements included with the product.

	
	
		Gain a Working Knowledge of the Entire Microprocessor Design Flow

	
		This unique step-by-step guide is...
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Principles and Practice of Pediatric SurgeryLippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2004

	
		In the preface to the text that preceded this edition, we predicted that the pace of change in the clinical practice of pediatric surgery, and in our understanding of the scientific principles that are the basis for that practice, would soon render the text obsolete. That expectation was more predictable than prescient,...
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