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Coming from a background of developing in languages such as Java, one of the things that surprised me the most about the Ruby and Rails community, was the common practice of not using an Integrated Development Environment. Most of the members of the community, including the most relevant, were comfortable with just a programmer's editor.

At first I thought it was because, Ruby being a dynamic language, using a full IDE might be an overkill. But then I thought of the PHP community, in which several IDEs are popular, with PHP also being a dynamic language. So I still had to guess why using an IDE was not a common practice within the Ruby on Rails world.

Nowadays, there is a growing list of IDEs with support for Ruby on Rails, but two years ago the options were really scarce. Back then, I chose to use RadRails because it worked on top of the Eclipse IDE—which was the tool I was already using for other programming languages—and because it was the only free, open source, and portable option.

Truth is, the first version of RadRails I used was very promising, but still a bit too basic. It featured just a few specialized tools, Ruby syntax colorization, and a slow and faulty code-assistance. As a result, the difference between RadRails and a good programmer's editor was not really significant. However, as Ruby on Rails gained popularity, RadRails was vastly improved, and a lot of new features were added.

At the same time, several other IDEs started to provide support for Ruby too. Today, even if many Ruby on Rails developers still don't use an IDE, a growing number of them already.

During these two years, I've been developing projects almost exclusively with Ruby on Rails; and I developed all of them using RadRails. Of course I have been keeping an eye on every new IDE with Ruby support, just to see if there were any reasons for changing, but I still didn't find any.
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Ace the IT Job Interview!McGraw-Hill, 2003

	Land the IT job of your dreams with help from this insider guide. You’ll discover valuable interview strategies for standing in the crowd as an applicant and learn best practices for representing your experience, education, previous employment, and re-entry into the workforce. Containing critical dos and don’ts from thousands of...
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Character Development in Blender 2.5Course Technology PTR, 2011

	I got started in Blender approximately eight and a half years ago. At the time,
	there were very few tutorials or other training resources available. Essentially, the
	only resource around was the people of the Blender Community, who was active
	through the online forum, http://blenderartists.org. With nothing but the generous
	time of...
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Incident Response: A Strategic Guide to Handling System and Network Security BreachesSams Publishing, 2002
The increasing complexity and diversity of systems, applications, and networks  has made them more difficult to defend. As companies continue to experience  losses due to security breaches, security professionals must take a new approach  in protecting their assets. By using monitoring and detection measures with  prompt intervention, you can...
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Tucci and Usmani's The Business of PhotographyAmherst Media, 2010

	
		So you’ve decided to be a photographer. You studied photography in
		college or went to art school, and you’ve come to the point of deciding
		that it’s time to hang out your shingle. Or maybe you’re self-taught and
		everyone loves your work and says, “Hey, you could make...
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Kivy: Interactive Applications in Python - Second EditionPackt Publishing, 2015

	Create responsive cross-platform UI/UX applications and games in Python using the open source Kivy library


	About This Book

	
		Utilize the power of Kivy to develop applications that run on all the major platforms
	
		Build user interfaces (UI) and control multi-touch events to improve the user...
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MicroComputed Tomography: Methodology and ApplicationsCRC Press, 2008
Due to the availability of commercial laboratory systems and the emergence of user facilities at synchrotron radiation sources, studies of microcomputed tomography or microCT have increased exponentially.
MicroComputed Technology provides a complete introduction to the technology, describing how to use it...
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