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Social Networking is all about developing connections or ties between friends and associates. While people have always networked with one another the Internet has allowed us to network with people all over the world easily. Any interest or cause can support its own social network, where fans and followers can meet, chat, and share their views. But building a social networking site from scratch involves some complex logic, and some serious coding.
This book shows how to build a scalable, enterprise-ready social network using ASP.NET. The book uses the latest features of ASP.NET to provide a platform that is efficient, easy to maintain, and extensible. Whether you want to build your own social network, are developing a social site for a customer or employer, or just want a practical guide to developing complex ASP.NET applications then this book is ideal for you.

The book starts by planning the essential features of our social network, and then building a 'community framework' that will give our site a solid foundation and enable us to add all our social networking features. We then go on to create user accounts, profile pages, messaging systems, 'friend' relationships between members, media galleries, blogs, message boards, groups, and more. Along the way you will see LINQ, MVC, AJAX, and other features of ASP.NET 3.5 put to practical and interesting uses.

What you will learn from this book?

	Make key decisions about architecture and the tools to use 
	Build a solid 'community framework' to give your site a strong foundation; the principles explored this framework will apply to any large-scale web application 
	Create user accounts, set up a permissions system, and handle password encryption 
	Work with user profiles, and establish 'friend' relationships between different users 
	Let users customize their profile and communicate with one another 
	Understand core concepts of LINQ to SQL and work with it in a layered environment 
	Moderate the site, ensuring safety, dealing with cross-site scripting (XSS), privacy, and decency 
	Utilize the Model View Presenter pattern with ASP.NET 3.5 to enable Test Driven Development 
	Add an internal search engine using SQL Server and Lucene.NET 
	Work with appropriate design patters to create a scalable long-lasting enterprise framework 


Approach

Each chapter starts by showing the user experience we are going to create in the chapter. It then has a section discussing the major design decisions we face in building these features, and finally presents the 'solution' - including the overall architecture and highlighting the most important code elements.

The book presents a lot of real-world code, with comprehensive explanation and discussion. The full social network application is available for download from the Packt website, for you to examine, study, and modify.

Who this book is written for?

This book is written for ASP.NET and C# developers who want to build an enterprise-grade Social Network, either for their own business purposes or as a contract job for another company.

The book assumes you have prior experience of developing web applications using ASP.NET 3.5, C# 3.0, SQL Server 2005/2008, and Visual Studio .NET 2008; it focuses on topics that will be of interest to existing developers - not on providing step-by-step examples for each detail.

About the Author

Andrew Siemer

Andrew Siemer is currently the enterprise architect at OTX Research. He has worked as a software engineer, enterprise architect, trainer, and author since 1998 when he got out of the Army. Andrew has consulted with many companies on the topics of e-commerce, social networking, and business systems. To name a few, he has worked with eUniverse (AllYouCanInk.com), PointVantage (MyInks.com), Callaway Golf (CallawayConnect.com), Guidance Software (GuidanceSoftware.com), and Intermix Media (Grab.com, AmericanIdol.com, FoxSports.com, FlowGo.com). In addition to his daily duties he also offers various classes in .NET, C#, and other web technologies to local students in his area as well as blogging in his *free* time.
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Process-Driven Applications with BPMNSpringer, 2014

	How can we optimize differentiating business processes and exploit their full potential? Here Volker Stiehl provides answers, utilizing the various options that the BPMN (Business Process Model and Notation) standard offers for planning, implementing and monitoring processes.


	The book presents an approach for implementing an...
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Introduction to Aircraft Structural Analysis (Elsevier Aerospace Engineering)Butterworth-Heinemann, 2010

	During my experience of teaching aircraft structures, I have felt the need for a textbook written specifically
	for students of aeronautical engineering. Although there have been a number of excellent books
	written on the subject, they are now either out of date or too specialized in content to fulfill the requirements
	of an...
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Manage Your Project Portfolio: Increase Your Capacity and Finish More Projects (Pragmatic Programmers)Pragmatic Bookshelf, 2009

All of your projects and programs make up your portfolio.  But how much time you actually spend on your projects, and how much time do you spend responding to emergencies?
 
 This book will introduce you to different ways of ordering all of the projects you are working on now, and help you figure out how to staff...
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Telecommunications Essentials, Second Edition: The Complete Global Source (2nd Edition)Addison Wesley, 2006
Telecommunications Essentials, Second Edition, provides a comprehensive overview of the rapidly evolving world of telecommunications. Providing an in-depth, one-stop reference for anyone wanting to get up to speed on the $1.2 trillion telecommunications industry,...
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Basic Skills Mathematics Year 6Haese & Harris Publications, 2003

	We have written this book to provide a sound course in mathematics that Year 6 students will find easy to read and understand.


	Our particular aim was to cover the core skills in a clear and readable way, so that every Year 6 student can be given a sound foundation in mathematics that will stand them in good stead as they near the...
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Mule 2: A Developer's Guide (Firstpress)Apress, 2008
Published with the developer in mind, firstPress technical briefs explore emerging technologies that have the potential to be critical for tomorrow's industry. Apress keeps developers one step ahead by presenting key information as early as possible in a PDF of 150 pages or less. Explore the future through Apress...
Mule 2: A...
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