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	In the spring of 2001 I lost my father to cancer. He was and still is very important to me. At his funeral

	services I witnessed an amazing outpouring of affection for him from his many artist friends and family

	who had traveled from faraway places to say good-bye. In the last months of his life he had spoken to

	me often about a collective spirit he believed in—one in which all of his interactions with others would

	be remembered by those people and his spirit would live on in their memories of him. Several months

	after his death I was reflecting back and came to appreciate more fully all that he had done for me and

	for his friends. I stepped back from my own life to observe my friendships. I had a few very close friends

	but I thought that maybe, even in the middle of Los Angeles, I could start something that might build

	into a rewarding shared experience for more of my friends.





	I fondly remember the creative energy and freedom my friends and I had while we were attending Art

	Center College of Design. I thought to myself it would be great to do work in that type of environment

	again—surrounded by friends striving toward a common goal, inspiring and competing with each other to

	push our skills and visions to new levels. So from this memory, and a desire to build new friendships

	and revive old ones, I proposed the idea of this book.





	The original idea went something like this: a group of friends meet every other month and share with

	each other two original pieces of concept art each had created outside of their normal jobs. At the end

	of a year’s time I would launch a small publishing company to publish and sell our first book, Concept

	Design. The project went well—we all made time in the evenings and on the weekends to explore new

	ideas and artistic techniques. That’s not to say that there wasn’t a mad rush at the end to try to wrap up

	our images and text. It was now exactly as school had been…all-nighters included!





	The majority of the color artwork in this book was created with digital brushes, as opposed to traditional

	ones. Most of us have found that the flexibility and speed of working digitally helps us to communicate

	our design ideas more easily. Adobe Photoshop is the software of choice. There are a few examples of

	traditional media work and other software programs throughout, but the bulk of the work was painted

	within Photoshop 6.0 and 7.0. We hope that by sharing with you our experiences and ideas we might

	inspire you to create images of your own. Immediately following this introduction you will see one example

	spread from each of the seven designers. This will give you a quick feel for the range of work we

	have created. After the first seven spreads the book is organized by designer. Each designer's chapter

	leads off with a brief biography before you view his work.
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A Tale of Two Systems: Lean and Agile Software Development for Business LeadersProductivity Press, 2009
This business parable reviews two different systems development projects. One project was an abject, expensive failure, while the other succeeded in creating a major new revenue stream, bringing in new customers. By reviewing the tales of these two systems, readers will develop a better understanding of what works and what doesn't when it comes...
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Pediatric and Adolescent GynecologyLippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2004

	
		Now in its Fifth Edition, the leading clinical reference on pediatric and adolescent gynecology combines contemporary approaches to diagnosis with the latest medical and surgical management advice to help you address gynecologic problems in infants, children, and adolescents with confidence.

	
		In this book, you'll...
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SQL Anywhere Studio 9 Developer's Guide (With CD-ROM)Wordware Publishing, 2004
There’s a good reason that SQL Anywhere has over 70% of the mobile database
market. In fact, there are several good reasons: It’s easy to use, easy to administer,
and it doesn’t take up much space. Those are all good things if you’re trying
to deploy hundreds or thousands of databases. And they’re good...
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Expert Indexing in Oracle Database 11g: Maximum Performance for your Database (Expert's Voice in Oracle)Apress, 2011

	Expert Indexing in Oracle Database 11g is about the one database structure at the heart of almost all performance concerns: the index. Database system performance is one of the top concerns in information technology today. Administrators struggle to keep up with the explosion of access and activity driven by the proliferation of...
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Canning Spam: You've Got Mail (That You Don't Want)Sams Publishing, 2004
We've all seen it — the e-mails that come to us from a sender we don't know and promise a frog that jumps across our screen, a low mortgage rate or a medical miracle pill. These e-mails are otherwise known as spam. Your inbox gets cluttered or worse, your computer is infected with a virus as you scratch your head, wondering how it ever...
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End-of-Life Communication in the ICU: A Global PerspectiveSpringer, 2007


	The world is composed of multiple, diverse populations of different race,

	culture, and religion. Increasingly, these populations are mixing and intermingling,

	both physically with faster and cheaper air travel, and mentally via

	communication systems, including the Internet. Knowledge of other countries,

	cultures, and continents...
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