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	Digital People: From Bionic Humans to Androids, 9780309089876 (0309089875), Joseph Henry Press, 2004
Robots, androids, and bionic people pervade popular culture, from classics like Frankenstein and R.U.R. to modern tales such as The Six Million Dollar Man, The Terminator, and A.I. Our fascination is obvious – and the technology is quickly moving from books and films to real life.
In a lab at MIT, scientists and technicians have created an artificial being named COG. To watch COG interact with the environment – to recognize that this machine has actual body language – is to experience a hair-raising, gut-level reaction. Because just as we connect to artificial people in fiction, the merest hint of human-like action or appearance invariably engages us.   

Digital People examines the ways in which technology is inexorably driving us to a new and different level of humanity. As scientists draw on nanotechnology, molecular biology, artificial intelligence, and materials science, they are learning how to create beings that move, think, and look like people. Others are routinely using sophisticated surgical techniques to implant computer chips and drug-dispensing devices into our bodies, designing fully functional man-made body parts, and linking human brains with computers to make people healthier, smarter, and stronger.   

In short, we are going beyond what was once only science fiction to create bionic people with fully integrated artificial components – and it will not be long before we reach the ultimate goal of constructing a completely synthetic human-like being.   

It seems quintessentially human to look beyond our natural limitations. Science has long been the lens through which we squint to discern our future. Although we are rightfully fearful about manipulating the boundaries between animate and inanimate, the benefits are too great to ignore. This thoughtful and provocative book shows us just where technology is taking us, in directions both wonderful and terrible, to ponder what it means to be human.     

       "We are in the early stages of merging with our technology, while at the same time, our machines are becoming more like us. Perkowitz tells this compelling story from its roots in Aristotle to our future in superintelligent robots. He makes the case for this inevitable result: we are all becoming cyborgs." -- Ray Kurzweil, inventor and author of The Age of Spiritual Machines  

"There is no need to die in the future. Digital People is a comprehensive compendium about machines and people, about how the distinctions between them will vanish. To be human and intelligent is ultimately a matter of interchangeable parts. Consciousness cannot be tested." -- Nicholas Negroponte, Chairman & Co-founder, MIT Media Laboratory     

       About the Author


   Sidney Perkowitz is the Charles Howard Candler Professor of Physics at Emory University. He often writes and lectures about the intersections of science, technology, and culture. His books include Empire of Light, in which he explores the intersection of science, art and light; and Universal Foam, about the science and culture of foam. Professor Perkowitz lives in Atlanta, Georgia.       
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Building a Recommendation System with RPackt Publishing, 2015

	Learn the art of building robust and powerful recommendation engines using R


	About This Book

	
		Learn to exploit various data mining techniques
	
		Understand some of the most popular recommendation techniques
	
		This is a step-by-step guide full of real-world examples to help you...



		

JSTL in ActionManning Publications, 2002

	Introducing Web page authors and programmers to the JSP Standard Tag Library (JSTL), this guide covers all features of the JSTL 1.0 standard. Whether users need to add dynamic content to a static Web page or are in need of providing back-end code, nonprogrammers are shown how to manipulate XML, access relational databases, format text,...


		

Mastering Revit Architecture 2008Sybex, 2007
Redesign How You Design with Revit Architecture
   Revit Architecture has revolutionized how architects design, develop, and deliver projects—and now you can join the\revolution with this expert guide. Authored by a team of Revit aficionados and experts, this in-depth book uses clear explanations, detailed tutorials, and...





	

Quick Team-Building Activities for Busy Managers: 50 Exercises That Get Results in Just 15 MinutesAMACOM, 2015

	Every team needs a regular dose of team spirit to function at its best. That's why managers turn to these easy and effective activities for building camaraderie and cohesion. Now in its second edition, "Quick Team-Building Activities for Busy Managers "addresses the problems that drag down group productivity and helps teams:...


		

Database Programming Languages: 11th International Symposium, DBPL 2007, Vienna, Austria, September 23-24, 2007Springer, 2007
This volume contains the proceedings of the 11th International Symposium on Database Programming Languages (DBPL 2007), held in Vienna, Austria, on September 23–24, 2007. DBPL 2007 was one of 15 meetings co-located with VLDB (the International Conference on Very Large Data Bases).

DBPL continues to present the very best work at the...

		

Computer-Based Numerical & Statistical Techniques (with CD-ROM)(Mathematics)Jones and Bartlett Publishers, 2007
T he limitations of analytical methods in practical applications have led mathematicians to evolve numerical methods. We know that exact methods often fail in drawing plausible inferences from a given set of tabulated data or in finding roots of transcendental equations or in solving non-linear differential equations.

Even if analytical...
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