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	The purpose of this collection is to present some of the diversity of ideas

	and studies about species that can be classifi ed as “ecosystem engineers.”

	As with any developing concept, we fi nd disagreement about the

	meaning and usefulness of this term in the literature and among ourselves.

	The idea for the book arose in a National Center for Ecological

	Analysis and Synthesis (NCEAS) working group designed to develop

	models of ecosystem engineering species. Our meetings could be characterized

	as lively, punctuated as they were by vigorous debates regarding

	defi nitions and arguments over whether a particular species’ actions

	were appropriately characterized as engineering. Given that a small

	group of eight people with an active interest in the concept could not

	reach an agreement about defi nition, it is even less likely that the larger

	scientifi c community will do so in the immediate future. Notably, though,

	all eight found utility in the concept. In these pages, we invite other

	authors to contribute to this diversity of opinion in the hope that the

	variety of ideas and applications will engender further research in this

	area and a concomitant refi nement of the concept. Given the breadth of

	the topic, only an edited book like this one, which draws on a wide range

	of authors, could hope to provide even the semblance of a balanced

	overview.

	The first book entirely devoted to this topic, Ecosystem Engineers begins with the history of the concept, presenting opposing definitions of ecosystem engineeing. These varied definitions advance the debate and move past trivial difficulties to crystallize key issues such as the value of process-based vs. outcome-based. Authors include case studies spanning a wide spectrum of species and habitats, including above and below-ground, aquatic and terrestrial, and extant and paleontological examples. These studies enable readers to understand how the categorization of species as ecosystem engineers allows scientists to forge new explanatory generalizations. Key for all ecologists and environmentalists, this book ultimately illustrates how to inform and manage natural resources.

	

	* The only consolidated treatment available

	* Provides definitions, case studies, and examples of ecological models

	* Discusses how ecosystem engineering can inform and improve the management of natural resources

	* Includes contributions from Clive Jones, the leading figure in the development of the ecosystem engineer concept, and many other eminent ecologists, such as Alan Hastings
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Development of Aneurysms (Nature Conservancy Book)CRC Press, 2000

	The focus of the book, Development of Aneurysms, is a detailed discussion of the biology of aneurysms. Aneurysm formation is influenced by alterations in arterial wall protein synthesis, hemodynamic forces, arterial wall inflammation, and matrix protein degradation. The relationships of these forces provide a unified theory for the...
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Understanding .NET: A Tutorial and AnalysisAddison Wesley, 2002
Microsoft's .NET is a collection of new technologies that are revolutionizing Windows-based software development. A major theme of .NET is the idea of Web services, allowing software to communicate directly with other software using Internet technologies. The .NET Framework and Visual Studio.NET, two more core aspects of this initiative, provide...
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Foundations of Information and Knowledge Systems: 5th International Symposium, FoIKS 2008, Pisa, Italy, February 11-15, 2008Springer, 2008
This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 5th International Symposium on Foundations of Information and Knowledge Systems, FoIKS 2008 held in Pisa, Italy, in February 2008.
The 13 revised full papers presented together with 9 revised short papers and 3 invited lectures were carefully selected during two rounds of reviewing and...
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Playing Smart: On Games, Intelligence, and Artificial Intelligence (Playful Thinking)MIT Press, 2019

	A new vision of the future of games and game design, enabled by AI.
	
		Can games measure intelligence? How will artificial intelligence inform games of the future? In Playing Smart, Julian Togelius explores the connections between games and intelligence to offer a new vision of future games and game design. Video games...
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Be a Network Marketing Superstar: The One Book You Need to Make More Money Than You Ever Thought PossibleAMACOM, 2007

	The number of people involved in multilevel/network marketing is staggering: 13.3 million people in the U.S. and more than 54 million worldwide, with 175,000 new people in the U.S. signing on each week, and 475,000 per week worldwide. This author's last book ("Make Your First Million in Network Marketing") gave readers an...
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Human Anatomy & Physiology (7th Edition)Benjamin Cummings, 2006

	KEY BENEFIT: With each edition of her top-selling Human Anatomy & Physiology text, Elaine N. Marieb draws on her own, unique experience as a full-time A&P professor and part-time nursing student to explain concepts and processes in a meaningful and memorable way. With the Seventh Edition, Dr. Marieb has...
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