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	The international activities of regions have attracted considerable political

	and scholarly attention in recent years. This has perhaps been most notable

	in Europe, where the protagonism of regions within the EU and the alliances

	among regions have generated a substantial literature, but the phenomenon

	has also marked federal states such as the USA, Australia and Canada. The

	motives, strategies and resources of substate governments in the

	international arena differ considerably, as the contributions to this volume

	show. So do the responses of sovereign states to what many of them still

	regard as an intrusion into their exclusive domain.





	This activity is not new, as several of the contributions show, yet its

	resurgence in the late twentieth century is normally attributed to the effects

	of globalization and the rise of continental trading regimes such as the

	European Union (EU) and the North American Free Trade Agreement

	(NAFfA). These have served to erode the old distinction between domestic

	and international affairs and focused attention on the need for regions and

	cities to position themselves for global competition. From this perspective,

	there is a strong functional logic in regions' external projection, which is

	related to economic needs, to the spillover of their domestic competences

	into the international arena and in some cases to the need to manage ethnic

	or nationalist conflicts at their borders, with the security issues that these

	pose. Yet functionalism itself does not explain everything and we need to

	add political explanations derived from the goals and strategies of substate

	elites, building or promoting their region or, in some cases, preparing the

	way for national independence.





	Responses on the part of national states also differ. In general it would be

	reasonable to say that states do not welcome the intrusion of subs tate actors

	into an area which is traditionally their reserved domain. Some see any

	external representation of regions as a threat to national sovereignty and

	integrity. On the other hand, state foreign policy has itself been transformed

	away from classical diplomacy and foreign ministries have themselves lost

	their monopoly of external action as large areas of domestic policy have been

	internationalized. States are therefore learning to live with a new dispensation

	in which they share roles with their regions and need to co-operate abroad. In

	some cases, matters are more sensitive than others, and a variety of patterns

	of conflict and co-operation emerge from the contributions.
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Hack Proofing Your IdentitySyngress Publishing, 2002
The use of a seal, card, or other identification while making a purchase or signing
a contract is a custom almost as old as history. As merchants and their customers
have begun using the Internet in recent years to conduct business online, they
have been challenged to find digital forms of identification that mimic traditional,...
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Digital Design (VHDL): An Embedded Systems Approach Using VHDLMorgan and Claypool Publishers, 2007

	This book provides a foundation in digital design for students in computer
	engineering, electrical engineering and computer science courses. It deals
	with digital design as an activity in a larger systems design context. Instead
	of focusing on gate-level design and aspects of digital design that have
	diminishing relevance in a...
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Blood Cells: A Practical GuideJohn Wiley & Sons, 2006

	Blood Cells has been written with both the practising haematologist and the trainee in mind. It aims to provide a guide for use in the diagnostic haematology laboratory, covering methods of collection of blood specimens, blood film preparation and staining, the principles of manual and automated blood counts and the assessment of the...
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Astrocytes in Brain Aging and Neurodegeneration (Neuroscience Intelligence Unit)R.G. Landes, 1998

	256 pages, 67 figures, 6 tables, hardcover This monograph is the first of its kind to focus specifically on the role of astroglia in aging-related human neurodegenerative disorders and experimental models of CNS senescence and degeneration. As such, this volume in the Neuroscience Intelligence Unit Series represents a novel and important...
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Inductive Logic Programming: 17th International Conference, ILP 2007, Corvallis, OR, USA, June 19-21, 2007Springer, 2008
This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-conference proceedings of the 17th International Conference on Inductive Logic Programming, ILP 2007, held in Corvallis, OR, USA, in June 2007 in conjunction with ICML 2007, the International Conference on Machine Learning.
The 15 revised full papers and 11 revised short papers presented...
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Basic Theory (De Gruyter Reference)De Gruyter, 2019

	Fractional calculus (FC) originated in 1695, nearly at the same time as conventional

	calculus. However, FC attracted limited attention and remained a pure mathematical

	exercise, in spite of the contributions of important mathematicians, physicists and

	engineers. FC had a rapid development during the last few decades, both in...
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