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	Science and Social Science, 9780415194846 (0415194849), Routledge, 1999
Is social science really a science at all, and if so in what sense? This is the first real question that any course on the philosophy of the social sciences must tackle. In this brief introduction, Malcolm Williams gives the students the grounding that will enable them to discuss the issues involved with confidence.

Is social science really a science at all, and if so in what sense? This is the first question that any course on the philosophy of the social sciences must tackle. In this brief introduction, Malcolm Williams gives students the grounding that will enable them to discuss the issues involved with confidence. He looks at:

	The historical development of natural science and its distinctive methodology
	The case in favour of an objective ‘science of the social’ which follows the same rules
	The arguments of social constructionists, interpretative sociologists and others against objectivity and even science itself
	Recent developments in natural science – for instance the rise of complexity theory and the increased questioning of positivism – which bring it closer to some of the key arguments of social science



Science and social science have been uneasy bedfellows. Investigators of the social world are divided between those who are convinced that what they do is science, those who are convinced it is not (and do not call themselves scientists) and those who are uncertain. My own position is sympathetic to the first group in that I believe that scientific social science is both possible and desirable. But that does not make me uncritical of science generally, or of social science that claims such credentials. The orientation of this book is, then, critically pro-science.

This book is an introduction to science and social science and is such in two senses:

It is an introduction to some of the key issues that divide advocates of science in social science from those who oppose it. Mainly, however, it is an introduction to science for those concerned with investigating the social world as students or professionals, as theorists or researchers. This does, however, beg the question of why such people would want to know about science?

My answer to this is twofold. First, it is because the status of social science is so contested it is important to know what science is in the first place. Only then can an informed view be taken. Historically I do not think this has been the case for most students of social science. Their experience has so often been an exposure to science and scientific method in the form of an uncomfortable mix of critical reflection on philosophical issues in science and science taken neat in the form of statistics. The two rarely connect and mixed messages and confusion ensue. Moreover, for many, the social sciences have been a haven from (in George Steiner’s words) ‘the murderous gadgetry of the age’ (Steiner 1989: 49), or at least from the machismo of mathematics and the laboratory. So many enter social science because they are critical of the social order and part of that social order is science and its emergent technology. This may, or may not, be combined with a distaste for the supposed intellectual certainties purveyed by science. In other words so many social scientists begin as ideological or intellectual rebels. Science, as understood in this way, is not an obvious destination. In this book I want to present an opposite view: that social scientists should reclaim science as being as much theirs as it is the physicist’s or biologist’s. But to do this it is important to know something of science.
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Mastering Manga Studio 5Packt Publishing, 2013

	An extensive, fun, and practical guide to streamlining your comic-making workflow using Manga Studio 5


	Overview

	
		Make Manga Studio 5 your own personalized software by creating your own workspace, tools, page layouts, and materials
	
		Explore using 3D models, actions, ruler tools, and creating...



		

XNA 3.0 Game Programming Recipes: A Problem-Solution Approach (Expert's Voice in XNA)Apress, 2009
When Microsoft released XNA in December 2006, it immediately became clear that this new technology would have a major impact on the possibilities for game developers. XNA was designed from the ground up with ease of use in mind, while not sacrificing performance or capabilities to achieve this goal. As a bonus, any game you create in XNA for the PC...

		

Android Hardware Interfacing with the BeagleBone BlackPackt Publishing, 2015

	Design and implement Android apps that interface with your own custom hardware circuits and the BeagleBone Black


	About This Book

	
		Design custom apps that interact with the outside world via BeagleBone Black
	
		Modify Android to recognize, configure, and communicate with sensors, LEDs, memory,...






	

Dreamweaver MX 2004 Savvy(tm)Sybex, 2004
Savvy - n. Practical know-how.
    Dreamweaver MX 2004 Savvy is an incredibly in-depth and thorough guide to Macromedia's powerful web publishing software. This book includes detailed coverage of everything from migrating sites over from other applications to using Cascading Style Sheets to working with the...


		

Remote Sensing, Third Edition: Models and Methods for Image ProcessingAcademic Press, 2006
With nearly ten years since publication of the Second Edition of Remote Sensing - Models and Methods for Image Processing , the Third Edition provides a needed and comprehensive update.

The changes include:

• Sensor updates, including the NASA satellites Terra, Aqua, and EO-1, and the commercial satellites IKONOS,...

		

JQuery 2.0 Development CookbookPackt Publishing, 2014

	Over 80 recipes providing modern solutions to web development problems with realworld examples


	About This Book

	
		Create solutions for common problems using best practice techniques
	
		Harness the power of jQuery to create better websites and web applications
	
		Break away from...







	





©2021 LearnIT (support@pdfchm.net) - Privacy Policy
