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Using Solaris 8 and Linux 7.1 as their reference flavors, Robin Anderson and Andy Johnston (as well as a slew of contributors) show how to be a system administrator--and get all sorts of other work done--in the fourth edition of Unix Unleashed. Significantly different from its predecessors, this book stays generally clear of very basic matters, as well as subjects of interest primarily to software developers. The middle ground that's left--and there is a lot of it, as this book spans more than 1,100 mostly unillustrated pages--is the knowledge that a system administrator needs. Since lots of the people who work with Unix are administrators (either of databases, Internet sites, or some other kind of back-end resource), the shift in focus makes sense.
    The authors employ a style that's nicely suited to the personality of administrators, as well as their job. To satisfy the "job" side of the equation, there are "best practices" sections that recommend how to configure various pieces of the system. For the "personality" side, there's rather a lot of explanatory material to explain why the best practices are what they are, and why they're not without flaw. There's very little step-by-step guidance in these pages. The authors instead prefer to use prose to explain solid thought processes: "This is what we want to accomplish (say, harden a system before it's connected to the network), here are the issues associated with that goal (known openings in default configurations, known techniques that attackers use, and so on), and here are the tools and procedures recommended for combating those problems." It's an excellent approach for administrators who approach their jobs as engineering problems. --David Wall

    Topics covered: How to be a Unix system administrator with deep knowledge of all of your machine's critical subsystems. Sections deal with configuring, defending, and performance-optimizing mail services, Web services, authentication, printing, and applications. There is, unfortunately, not enough information on firewalls.    

       About the Author
     

Robin Anderson began her involvement with computers innocently enough with an   Amiga, WordPerfect, and Infocom games. In late 1993, she turned her hand to   student consulting at the University of MD, Baltimore County (UMBC), working   with PCs, Macs, VAXen, and, finally, UNIX machines.    

After graduating with honors in Computer Science and History, Robin remained at   UMBC and is now a UNIX SysAdmin Specialist in OIT (UMBC's Office of Information   Technology). She also managed OIT's Operations Support Staff and is a member of   the Security Work Group.    

Robin developed and taught an undergraduate UNIX SysAdmin course for UMBC's   CS/EE department in 2000. She has earned two security certifications from the   SANS Institute: the GCUX (UNIX Administrator, with honors) and the GCIH   (Incident Handling). She works with SANS to develop online exam materials and   presentations, and she recently taught SANS LevelOne security courses for UMBC's   Department of Professional Education and Training.    

Andy Johnston was born in May of 1958. Most of the rest has been improvisation.   After teaching high school math, he became a programmer. He worked for the State   of Maryland making population projections and lots of maps, and later for   Computer Sciences Corporation, where he worked on spacecraft-tracking software   and environmental modeling. One day, the UNIX system in which his virtual fish   swam suffered a drive crash, and he (quickly) became a UNIX systems   administrator. Andy provided system support for several projects, including the   International Ultraviolet Explorer. In 1999, he took his current position at the   University of Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC)Office of Information Technology   as a manager of UNIX support staff and IT security. Andy holds a Bachelor's   degree in Biology from Princeton University and a Master's degree in Mathematics   from UMBC. He has been involved at various times in the Baltimore and   Washington, D.C. SAGE groups and has spoken at SANS conferences.      







	Comments

		


	[image: ]Add Your Comment
(HTML tags aren't allowed.)











	Amazing Books

	[image: ][image: Elementary Mathematical and Computational Tools for Electrical and Computer Engineers Using MATLAB, Second Edition]

Elementary Mathematical and Computational Tools for Electrical and Computer Engineers Using MATLAB, Second EditionCRC Press, 2001

	Engineers around the world depend on MATLAB for its power, usability, and outstanding graphics capabilities. Yet too often, engineering students are either left on their own to acquire the background they need to use MATLAB, or they must learn the program concurrently within an advanced course. Both of these options delay students from...
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Superfruits: (Top 20 Fruits Packed with Nutrients and Phytochemicals, Best Ways to Eat FruitsMcGraw-Hill, 2009
“Paul Gross, the “Berry Doctor,” gets beyond the marketing hype on superfruits. By looking at nutrient density, research support and popular appeal, Gross delivers a cornucopia of offerings that can easily enhance well-being. Further, he includes ideas to add the nutrient-rich fruits into the diet, whether via simple...
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SolidWorks 2011 Parts BibleJohn Wiley & Sons, 2011

	SolidWorks as a topic of learning is a huge, sprawling expanse. There is a lot to know, and a lot to write about. While I have made every effort to be complete in this book, I'm sure there are some niche topics that have gone untreated. New in 2011, I have taken this book from a single volume of an immense scope to two individual volumes,...
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Updating Logical Databases (Cambridge Tracts in Theoretical Computer Science)Cambridge University Press, 2005

	This book tackles the problems of update algorithms for databases. How can one construct and maintain a database of facts, capable of incorporating new information and getting rid of all outdated information, and yet in the process not disturb any other information in the database? The author has produced a formal method of specifying the...
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Starting Your Own Business: The Bestselling Guide to Planning and Building a Successful EnterpriseHow to Books, 2006

	Becoming a successful entrepreneur is not only a

	rewarding and self-fulfilling experience, it's also a

	tremendous amount of fun. Many people equate the

	term entrepreneur with multi-millionaires running international

	conglomerates. Yet traders just down the street

	from where you live who make their living from retailing,...
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Macromedia Flash 5 from ScratchQue, 2000

	Macromedia Flash 5 From Scratch teaches you about the many tools and features of Flash movie creation by building a Flash site for a travel company. In addition to addressing general interface and planning topics, the book covers topics such as creating graphic elements with drawing tools, working with symbols and libraries, and using timelines...
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