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When then-Apple-CEO Gil Amelio announced in 1997 that the company had bought NeXT and that Steve Jobs, Apple's erstwhile founder and visionary, would be returning, many die-hard Macintosh fans were horrified. Apple was not in good shape at the time, and the purchase of NeXT almost certainly meant that the beloved but creaky old Mac OS would be replaced by something new: the rock-solid but rather schizophrenic NeXTSTEP/OPENSTEP operating system developed at Jobs's company. This operating system was based on Unix and aimed at high-powered professional workstation users, not the novices and creative pros who traditionally used Macs. To many, then, the absorption of NeXT meant the imminent end of the era of the Macintosh as the user-friendly, nonthreatening computer for everyday people.
All eyes were on Jobs as he took control and began rebuilding Apple from its mid-90s doldrums, and nobody was quite sure what to expect from the rumored next-generation operating system, code named Rhapsody, which was being built for Macintosh computers mostly by Jobs's long-time collaborators from NeXT. Would Rhapsody be just like the old Mac OS, with the old, well-worn look and feel, but more stable? Or would it be more like OPENSTEP—an often too-thin veneer of usability over an awkward and hard-edged core of Unix?

As it turned out, the Mac OS X that Apple shipped to customers in 2001 had genes from both of its progenitors. From the user's standpoint, it shared most of its design metaphors with the classic Mac OS, and a long-time Mac user could figure it out without too much trouble. But under the hood, it was a NeXT fan's dream; without putting too fine a point on it, Mac OS X is really the most modern version of OPENSTEP, with a flashy user interface and some libraries for classic Mac OS compatibility tacked on. Programmers used to the NeXT way of doing things hardly had to change a thing; Apple's Xcode is essentially the same development kit used at NeXT throughout the 1990s. Apple's creation of the slick Aqua interface, with its transparency and animation effects, went a long way toward making this system friendly to the casual user, but there were inevitably a lot of things that novices had to get used to, such as multiuser operation, Unix permissions, and the occasional need—especially toward the beginning, when a lot of features had not yet been fully implemented—to open up this spooky thing called the Terminal where textual Unix commands were to be typed.
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Solar Radiation and Daylight Models, Second Edition: For the Energy Efficient Design of BuildingsButterworth-Heinemann, 2004
A practical guide to the modelling and application of solar energy data     

       The cost of operating a building far exceeds the cost of constructing it, and yet until recently little attention was paid to the impact of solar radiation on the costs of heating, cooling and ventilation. And now that there has been a surge in interest...
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Encyclopedia of Artificial IntelligenceInformation Science Publishing, 2008

	Numerous real-life problems so complex as to be virtually insoluble by means of traditional computer science techniques can now be approached effectively with artificial intelligence techniques. Recently, artificial intelligence technologies have evolved at a rapid pace, raising significant challenges to the effort to stay current.
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Storage Networking Fundamentals: An Introduction to Storage Devices, Subsystems, Applications, Management, and Filing SystemsCisco Press, 2004
Storage networking has become an essential ingredient in  Internet information infrastructures. Becoming competent in this new and  important technology area requires a sound understanding of storage technologies  and principles. Storage Networking Fundamentals  gives you an in-depth look into the...
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Embedded Systems: Desktop Integration (Wordware Applications Library)Wordware Publishing, 2005
In this book, we design a thermostat that interfaces to a host
system through RS-232, USB, and Ethernet. To make things fun,
the device layer and user applications have to run on Windows,
Linux, and FreeBSD. We build three prototype thermostats using
the BASIC Stamp, PIC Microcontroller, and PSOC Microcontroller.
We...
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Fundamentals of Digital Logic with VHDL Design with CD-ROMMcGraw-Hill, 2004

	Fundamentals of Digital Logic With VHDL Design teaches the basic design techniques for logic circuits. It emphasizes the synthesis of circuits and explains how circuits are implemented in real chips. Fundamental concepts are illustrated by using small examples, which are easy to understand. Then, a modular approach is used to show how...
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The Cosmic Microwave BackgroundCambridge University Press, 2008
The cosmic microwave background (CMB) is the radiation left over from the Big Bang. Recent analysis of the fluctuations in this radiation has given us valuable insights into our Universe and its parameters. Examining the theory of CMB and recent developments, this textbook starts with a brief introduction to modern cosmology and its main successes,...
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