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This is not a programming guide. Yes, there is code, but this digital shortcut is not about coding. Rather, this is really a short about design, about philosophy, and about appreciating beauty. This short looks at the way in which the grace of Ruby informs the design of Rails.

This is a surprisingly underappreciated concept. Of course, many people have already written about what they find beautiful in Railsaspects of style we will explore furtherbut what the newcomer to Rails might miss is that Rails's design directly reflects Ruby's underlying beauty. Although the name Ruby on Rails suggests that the Rails model could be developed on top of other languages (Perl on Rails? Visual Basic on Rails? Cobol on Rails?), such development is impossible without losing some things in the process. Sure, any Rails port or clone can share certain outward similarities (in the way a cheap lemon and a well-designed automobile both have steering wheels and engines and doors and seats), but Rails's success is as much a measure of Ruby's expressive power as it is of Rails's conventions. Sadly, however, this point is usually lost on people coming to Rails from other more limited languages (PHP, Perl, C++, Java, and so on); but then again, it is never really a connection that is stressed.

This digital shortcut is not a guide for learning Rails; you can already find many excellent books on that topic. However, all of them are designed to quickly drive their readers toward proficiency in Rails. They just do not have the luxury of exploring the Ruby foundation of Rails in any depth. Instead, they usually have to treat distinctive Ruby featuresthings such as symbols, blocks, and metaprogrammingin passing (if at all), like quaint towns and scenic overlooks glimpsed briefly from a car hurtling forward on an interstate highway. The problem here is that the beauty of Ruby gets short shrift. Therefore, many people who have come to coding in Ruby from Rails do not really get Ruby as much as they would like. That is where this digital shortcut comes in.

We're taking the scenic route instead. I do not cover a hitlist of topics either quickly or in depth. I do not teach you Ruby or Rails in 10 days or your money back. I assume you already know how Rails works. By extension, I also assume you have some experience with Ruby but do not understand it entirely; that is, your Ruby coding resembles more Ruby-inflected PHP or Ruby-tinged Java, and you want to become more articulate in the Ruby language. This is not an in-depth guide to the Ruby language, however. Instead, I share with you a few examples of code from within the Rails source code (and perhaps a few other places) that I think are beautiful, some of which also conveniently cause confusion and bewilderment to newcomers. The main goal is aesthetic appreciation and philosophical alignment, nothing more. However, I hope this approach affects you in subtler waysimproving your understanding of why Ruby works and how you can become a better programmer in it.
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Applied SOA: Service-Oriented Architecture and Design StrategiesJohn Wiley & Sons, 2008
You need more than theory to make SOA work.
    You need this practical guide.    

    The challenge today's IT professionals face is not how to build a service. It's how to build a quality service, based on solid design principles and integrated into an architecture that enhances overall business...
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Deformable Surface 3D Reconstruction from Monocular Images (Synthesis Lectures on Computer Vision)Morgan and Claypool Publishers, 2010


	Deformable surface 3D reconstruction from monocular images is an active area of research in the

	Computer Vision community. This encompasses recovering both the shape of thin objects that can

	be treated as surfaces without perceptible thickness and the visible envelope of fully 3D objects.

	Whereas this may seem easy for a human...
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Mac OS X Leopard Phrasebook (Developer's Library)Addison Wesley, 2007
When then-Apple-CEO Gil Amelio announced in 1997 that the company had bought NeXT and that Steve Jobs, Apple's erstwhile founder and visionary, would be returning, many die-hard Macintosh fans were horrified. Apple was not in good shape at the time, and the purchase of NeXT almost certainly meant that the beloved but creaky old Mac OS would be...
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Sams Teach Yourself Photoshop Elements 2 in 24 HoursSams Publishing, 2002
Photoshop Elements is a more accessible version of Adobe's flagship product, Photoshop. Elements is geared to business users, students, and home users who nonetheless want professional-looking images for their print and Web projects. Topics covered in the book include capturing and editing photos from traditional or digital cameras, correcting...
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Dictionary of Plant LoreAcademic Press, 2007


	Sadly, this book is published posthumously. It results from the author’s interest in plant and tree lore and ethnobotanical

	studies developed over several decades of research and teaching. Although the author was checking the first print at the

	time of his death, any inaccuracies or omissions would undoubtedly have been rectified...
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Emerging Technologies in SurgerySpringer, 2007


	Tremendous acceleration and changes in our daily

	medical practice are occurring. Both as doctors and

	ordinary citizens, we are aware of living in a world

	more and more inuenced by information technology.

	In surgery, this revolution has brought about a dramatic

	acceleration of the introduction of new devices,...
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