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This book started in my shower.

The label on my shampoo bottle listed many compounds, and, due to my interest in chemistry, most of them were familiar or had obvious functions. However, one compound stood out as puzzling: sodium chloride.

Why was there salt in my shampoo?

Since I wasn't likely to be eating it, I doubted it was for seasoning, despite the strawberry aroma of the liquid. It could have been used as a preservative, but the remaining ingredients were more likely to kill microbes than salt was.

Once dry and dressed, I was still curious, so I wrote a letter to the manufacturer asking why there was salt in my shampoo. I received a surprisingly enlightening response from the company. Someone there had actually discussed the issue with a chemist and sent back to me an answer that made sense.

The ingredients in the shampoo come from many different manufacturers, in many different places around the world. From day to day, a particular batch of shampoo may differ significantly from the previous day's batch in the amount of moisture brought in with those ingredients. Salt has the effect of thickening the mixture, and is added to each batch in the amount needed to raise the viscosity to a specified level. Consequently, the customer gets a product that pours the same way each time. This consistency is important to the customer, because a watery product can cause suspicions about value or about possible tampering.
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The Jericho Principle: How Companies Use Strategic Collaboration to Find New Sources of ValueJohn Wiley & Sons, 2003
Understanding the opportunities and dangers of innovation through intercompany collaboration
 The Jericho Principle identifies key trends and patterns in the increasing use of collaboration by corporations and creates a strategic and operational framework for answering key questions about the why and how of using collaboration to rapidly...
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Counterfeit Integrated Circuits: Detection and AvoidanceSpringer, 2015

	This timely and exhaustive study offers a much-needed examination of the scope and consequences of the electronic counterfeit trade.  The authors describe a variety of shortcomings and vulnerabilities in the electronic component supply chain, which can result in counterfeit integrated circuits (ICs).  Not only does this book provide...
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Chemical Process Safety: Learning from Case HistoriesButterworth-Heinemann, 2004
"Given his extensive background in an industrial setting as a team leader at the PPG Chlor-Alkali Plant in Louisiana and the safety course that he taught for AIChE with the well-known safety expert Trevor Kletz, the quantity of information of a practical nature contained in this book is not surprising."
 - Gary Bennett,...
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Creating Database Web Applications with PHP and ASP (Internet Series)Charles River, 2003
Creating Database Web Applications with PHP and ASP teaches beginning  and intermediate designers the fundamentals of creating complex Web  applications. By covering both open source (PHP/MySQL) and proprietary tools  (Microsoft ASP and Access), readers gain insight to the strengths and weaknesses  of each. In addition, they learn how...
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Advanced Photoshop Elements 5.0 for Digital PhotographersFocal Press, 2006
Once you have mastered the fundamentals, this easy-to-follow, advanced guide takes you to new levels of expertise. Advance your skills and artistry far beyond the basics with expert guidance from the top industry insider to achieve professional-level results. Find innovative ways to exploit the new features of Elements 5.0 to achieve outstanding...
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Advanced Quantitative Finance with C++Packt Publishing, 2014

	Create and implement mathematical models in C++ using Quantitative Finance


	About This Book

	
		Describes the key mathematical models used for price equity, currency, interest rates, and credit derivatives
	
		The complex models are explained step-by-step along with a flow chart of every...
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